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There are plenty of Sermon Helps for the overworked Clergyman, but none, so far as the Authors know, 
that are compiled on anything like the plan of the present Series, the distinct aim in which is to save the 
preacher as much as possible the weary work of mechanical copying out, by providing a set of Sermon 
Sketches in such a form, that 

1. Original thoughts are suggested and stimulated by them. 

2. The Book can be taken into the pulpit, and used by those who have not the gift of oratory 

and fluent speech. 

3. Those who find it necessary to have fuller matter, may amplify and enrich these Notes with 

additions in MSS, on each blank page. 

4. Each opening in the book contains a whole Sermon, and sufficient space for the preacher's 
own thoughts. 

5. An Appendix, containing Illustrations, Anecdotes, Extracts from the best Authors, on the various 
subjects, is placed at the end of the book ; where reference is made to these in the Sermons, 
the preacher can use them from memory, or, read from the Appendix in the course ox 
his Sermon. 

Of the Form in which these Notes are presented, a glance at the printed page explains the 
intention. THE GREAT HEADS AND DIVISIONS ARE IN VERY THICK 

TYPE, AND UNDERIjINED . the subordinate heads in capitals, significant Points 

and smaller snl)dlvlslons In thick letters, and all quotations of Holy Scripture in Italics. All this to catch 
the eye of the preacher readily and easily. 

One other thing remains to be noted : the Matter of these Sermon Notes. It is almost entirely 
original, yet diligent search has been made for the best thoughts of the best writers on every one of 
the subjects, and where possible such thoughts have been incorporated into the Notes, or the Illustra- 
tions at the end of the Volume. 

This, the First Series, deals with subjects drawn from the teaching of the Prayer Book, in the 
Epistles, Gospels, or Lessons for the Sundays of the first half of the Christian Year, from Advent to 
Whitsuntide. 

Thus, then, have the Authors endeavoured to ^ive the hardworking, over-wrought Parish Priest, 
a useful help for his pulpit preaching, and may the Great Teacher Himself bless the humble effort, 
and enable the preacher, like a wise scribe instructed unto the Kingdom of God, " to bring oat of his 
treasures, things new and old." 

To Him be all the praise, and all the glory. 
Trinity, 1885. 
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Na 
z. Ths Warning Note lAdvent). S. Matt. iii. 2. 

2. The Word OF God) ,_ ,0 j • aj *\ 

\ (Second Sunday tn Advent.) 

Rev. xix. 13. ) 

3. Open Rebuke (Advent). S. Matt. iii. 7. 

4. The Coming Day (Advent). S. Jude 14. 

5. The Angel's Message /,,. .. ^ 
•^ (Christmas.) 

S. Luke ii. 10, 11. 

• "God with ^s^^X^Sunday after Christmas.) 
S. Matt. i. 23. ' 

7. Rbtrospbct and Anticipation {New Year*s 

Eve). Psalm xlviii. 14. 

8. New Year's Wishes | (j-^ j^^„ y„^ j 

3 S. John 2. ^ 

9 Gifts (Epiphany). S. Matt. ii. 11. 

10. Christ's Manifestation to His Parents 

(First Sunday after Epiphany) . S. Luke ii. 49. 

11. Christ's Manifestation to His Disciples 

(Second Sunday after Epiphany). S. John ii. 11. 

12 Christ's Manifestation in Healing (Third 
Sunday after Epiphany). S. Matt. viii. 8; 
Ps. cvii. 20. 

13. Manifestation of Christ in Nature (Fourth 

Sunday after Epiphany). S. Matt. viii. 26. 

14. The Mixture of Good and Bad (Fifth Sunday 

after Epiphany). S. Matt. xiii. 30. 

15. Christ the Morning Star (Sixth Sunday after 

Epiphany). Rev. xxii. 16. 



16. The Christian Race 



[ (Septuagesima.) 



I Cor. ix. 24. J 

17. The Sower (Sexagesima). S. Luke viii. 5, 

18. Charity (Quinquagesima), 1 Cor. xiii. 8. 



V (Second Sunday in Lent. 



) 



No. 

19. Lent (Ash Wednesday). Joel ii. 12. 

20. The Temptation ),-.., ^ ^ • r * x 

S. Mark i. 13. ( ^^'''' ^""^^ *" ^'^ 

21. The Possessed 

S. Mark vii. 25. 

22. Hindrance to Prayer (Lent), Ps. Ixvi. 18. 

23. Forgiveness (Lent). S. Luke vii. 48, part of 50 

24. Lenten Discipline (Lent), 2 Cor. xiii. 5 ; S 

Matt. vi. 16. 

25. Lost Opportunities) .^ , ., ^ c- * \ 
•^ . \ (Sunday next before Easter • ; 

S. Luke XIX. 42. ) 

26. Self-Sacrifice [Good Friday). Heb. ix. 26. 

27. The Seven Words (Good Friday), S. Luke 
xxiii. 34 ; S. Luke xxiii. 43 ; S. John xix. 26, 27 ; 
S. Matt, xxvii. 46, S. Mark xv. 34; S. John 
xix. 28 ; S. John xix. 30 ; S. Luke xxiii. 46. 

28. Christ THE First-fruits] (Easter Day.) 

29. Christ is Risen ) i Cor. xv. 20. 

^o. Peace \ 

^ ^ , ^ \ (First Sunday after Easter,) 

S.John XX. 19, 21. j 

31. The Good Shepherd (Second Sunday after 

Easter), S. John x. 11. 

32. Sorrow and Joy ) 

S. John xvi. 22. t <^*'''' ^""^-^ "-^ ^'^•' 

33. Marks OF Jesus ) ,_ ^, ^ , ,^ _ ^ 
^^ ^ , . \ (Fourth Sunday after EasUr.) 

Gal. VI. 17. ) ' 



I {Fifth Sunday after Easkr: 



34. Gospel Triumphs 

Dan. ii. 44. 

35. Christ's Ascension (Ascension Day). Acts i. 9 



) 



36. The Waiting Church) ,- , ^ ^ . v 

\ (Sunday after Ascension .) 

ACXS 1. 4* I 

37. The Day of Pentecost ) ,„,, .^ ^ ^ x 

[IWhit Sunday.) 
Acts 11. X J * 
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THE WARNING NOTE. 

S. Matt. hi. 2. 
**J^epentye, for the Kingdom of Heaven is at hand.** 

INTRODUCTION. 

FIRST 8TAGB OF CHRISTIAN TEAR. Just entering it. 

Our thoughts turned to the Advent of Cbrist. 

CHRIST EXPECTED. CHRIST DESIRED. The night of fear and distrust, and delayed hope, far spent. 

The day of Messiah's glory close at hand. 
A picture of living, waiting nations, longing and looking for Deliverance. 

Whether as (1) Jews looking for First Advent ] the saying is true, 

(2) Chrlstlaiis ,, Second „ ] " Now it is high time to awake out of sleep.** 

It is the WARNING NOTE, not only of the Prophet in the Wilderness, 

but of the times in which we live ) " Repent ye, for the Kingdom of Heaven is 
the heaving restless world j at hand." 

I. THE BAPTIST. Consider Him in His character, oflSce, ministry, it was all Preparatory. Tamporary. 

S. Matt. Hi. I. ** In those days came John the Baptist preaching in the Wilderness of 
Judaa:* etc. 

(I.) The MESSIAH did not come without a herald. 

The widespread expectation of the East was that some great one was about to appear. 
All the Prophecies of The Messenger were so understood. {See Appendix, Nos. 6, 7.) 
For 400 years no prophet. Malachi's words fulfilled in John the Baptist. 
Supernatural Con-munication had ceased. No visible glory. No Urim and Thummim. 
Popular excitement raised by the Angel's visit to Zacharias. 

,, ,, birth of the Child. 

5 Luke I. 76. "And thou, child, shall be called," etc. 

(II.) The AUSTERITY and Training of JOHN THE BAPTIST fostered this: 

Thirty years in the desert — to burst on the world at last like a clarion blast. 
He came "in spirit and power of Elias," 

' Pharisees — hypocrisy. 

Publicans— unrighteous gains. 

Soldiers — oppression, injustice. 
^ People — Sellishness, seU-pleasing. 

««v« ,M,..i.M ■,...■■ . J X • X- X ("He must increase.** 

HIS MINISTRY preparatory and temporary, pomting to ^ 

the higher mission of Christ. 



Denoancing the sin of 



"Whose shoe's latchet . . ." 

"Behold the Lamb , . . sins of world.** 



11. WHAT ADVENT LESSONS from this? Two Words— " Repent ye!" 

This the warning note Now in the spiritual world. 
„ ,, cry „ human wilderness. 

I. REPENTANCE not an act only in the past, but a continuous preparation for the Lord. A change in 

character, heart, life. 
" Repentance begins in the humiliation of the heart, and ends in the reformation of the 
life." Mason. (Sre Appendix, Nos. 1-5.) 

n. ADVENT must begin in the Soul. The truly penitent will believe, and he who truly believes will 

repent. 
Listen to the Baptist's message. His preaching was a means to the great end. 

in. JOHN THE BAPTIST DIED FOR THE TRUTH. For some it is easier to die for it than to live for it. 
Our way is plain. He asks of us, not Death, but our life, to be li\cd to and for Him. 
"Constantly to speak the truth, boldly rebuke vice, and patiently suffer for the truth* s sake.'* 
* (Collect for S. John Baptist.) 

A 
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THE WORD OF GOD. 

Rev. XIX. 13. 
*^And He ivas clothed with a vesture dipped in blood; and His name is called 'The Word of God,*** 

INTRODUCTION. 

IT IS NOT WONDERFUL that the pictures and imagery of the Spoken Word should find a place in 

the lessons of the Written Word. 
not surprising that symbolism and figures found in Law, Prophecy, Gospels, Epistles, 

should find fullest scope in the Book of Revelations. 
e.g. The Tree of Genesis and Paradise. ) The Tree of Life, growing in the midst 
,, S. John saw in Patmos. ) of Paradise of God. 

I. THE LIVING WORD, true interpretation of text not difficult. 



He had written, twenty years before,' 
the words which carry us back to 
book of Genesis. 



" In the beginning was the Word, and the 
Word was with God, and the Word was God." 

(S. John i.) 

He remembered the same in writing his first Epistle. (Quote i S. John i. i.) 
The Word of Life found its true significance in Him — whom S. John saw in vision, 
whose "eyes were as aflame offirt . . Word 0/ God." (Quote Rev. xix. 12.) 
JESUS CHRIST the Eternal Son, often spoken of under the symbolism of The Word. 

As out- words are the reflex of our thoughts, He is the express image of the Father, 

the uncreated Wisdom of God. 
As we make known our thoughts in speech, so God made known His will by Him— 

The Word made Flesh. (John i. 14.) 
The Messiah, always designated by the Jews, The MemrasThe Word of God. 
He wore a vesture dipped in blood. His own. 

II. THE WRITTEN WORD OF GOD, The Bible. Sealed by the Blood of the Incarnate 

Son of God. 
Vindicated, upheld by noble army of Martyrs. 

„ „ „ glorious company of Apostles 

and Prophets. 
We take for Granted here its inspiration, authenticity, genuineness. 
Do not try to separate the Divine and Human in the Written Word. 

If we had listened to S. Paul's preaching | we should not busily engage in 
„ „ the Sermon on the !• speculation — limiting and measur- 

Mount J ingthe Divine and human eloquence 

The Word of Ck>d written is what we hold in our hands — The Bible. 

manifesting its truth by what it has done in History of human souls for well-nigh 
60 centuries. {See Appendix, Nos. 8-1 1.) 

TEB SPOKEN WORDS (OF CHRIST) RECORDED are still real and living words. 

The long roll of O.T. history and prophecy is still Ood's Voice, just as when He 
" beginning at Moses and all . . . concerning Himself." (S. Luke xxiv. 27.) 

TEB VISIBLB WRITTEN WORD OF OOD not without its vesture dipped in blood. 

The crimson stains of the Temple Sacrifices foreshadowed The great Sacrifice— the 

Eternal Word Himself. 
The blood of all the prophets from Abel to Zacharias. 

The crimson robe of Jesus Christ — sufifering and sacrifice. — ^The Early Christians, 
Polycarp, and all Martyrs from S. Stephen onwards. 

III. VALUE OF BIBLE, these thoughts help us toprize the mue more. (See Appendix, Nos. 13. 14.) 

to hold more aear the Written Word of Ood. 

to cling more closely to the Liying: Word. 

to wrap ourselves in His blood-dyed garments. 

LET US strive to catch the accents of His voice in the Wisdom of the Word. (See Appendix, No. 12.) 
listen for the echoes within. 
our attitade, " Speak, Lord, for Thy servant heareth" 
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OPEN REBUKE. 

S. Matt. hi. 7. 
" W/ken he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees come to his baptism^ he said unto them^ O generation 
of vipers^ who hath warned you to flu from the wrath to come f" 

INTRODUCTION. 

8. JOHN BAPTIST was a solid, fearless, out-spoken preacher. 

Well he might be, his time was short to be choosing nice words. 

30 years he had been preparing for his Ministry, in one short year it was to end. 

What need for POINTED SERMONS 7 The right word addressed to the right man. 

To the PaVllcaiLB, men of lawless rapacity, He said. Exact no more than is appointed 
you. 



i« 



Soldiers " Do violence to no man." 

** God is able of these stones j" etc. 



^j^^^^ (who prided themselves on „ " G 

91 ruBiiBooo, 1 ijeiug sons of Abraham ,» ,.r\ *■ ^ -x t, a 

^^ v^^*"6 »""« "* xxL7*c*iA«**« „ „ Q ggfigy^dpfi ofvtperSy etc. 

Fbarlsees were the Separatists, formalists, Sadducees, sect of freethinkers, their great 
revered the Law of Moses, punctual in error a denial of all spirit existence 

alms, and ceremonies, but hypocrites and . ' , of the Resurrection, 

and self-righteous. Pride of heart. Pride of intellect. 

Nearly always in opposition, hating each other, but joined against Christ. 
UNWORTHY MOTIVES brought these subtle enemies to S. John's Baptism 

Either pretence of piety to deceive him, or shew of godliness to deceive themselves. 
Hto Wains, Rebukes, Condemns, without flinching. (Quote text.) 

LESSONS. 

L SOLEMN FAOT. There is wrath laid up for sinners and those who die impenitent. 

" God is angry with the wicked every day." (Psalm vii. 11.) 
Fall of rebellious angels \ 

First parents driven from Paradise ^^ ^^^^^ ^^^^ ^^ j^ ^^ ^^ p^^^ ^^^^ ^^ 

Sodom\nd^Gomorrah fe^^fnt'l''^'''^^' ^"""^ "^'^ ^^ °° "'^^''' ^^^' 

Egypt and Plagues ^^^ S"*"^* 

Israel's captivity and overthrow ] 

In the Wrath to come. " Who may abide the Day of His Coming." (Mai. iii. 2.) 

JL Flee FROM this Wrath— To Christ. 

He can save to the uttermost. Dying thief. 

No ebb in the tide of Divine compassion. **Blood of Jesus Christ cleanseth from all sin." 

To Christ as living to intercede for us. 

He who did so much by His death, does more by His life. 

WHO HATH WARNED YOU P Why Conscience, The Baptist's Sermon. 

— Reason, The axe, the fan, the wrath, the 

— Memory, never-dying flame. 

— God's Dealings. 

All point to the Adyent of the Lamb of Ctod, Who takes all sin away. 
He is **the same yesterday, to-day, and for ever" Jesus, Who has delivered as from the 
Wrath to come. 
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THE COMING DAY. 

S. JUDE 14. 

**Behold, the Lord cometh, with ten thousand of His saints" 

INTRODUCTION. 

THE SAINTS OF GOD, living, \ are waiting in devout expectation, the Second Advent 

fallen asleep, f of Christ. 
The Coming day of God, the time when He, Who is their life, shall appear, and they 

also shall appear with Him in glory. 
They know He is gone back, to set in order His Kingdom. 

., ,, ,, to accomplish number of His elect. 

The Approacli of that Day, not slow ; 

prophecy fulfilling itself — the end approaching. 

At tbe Time S. Jude wrote these Words, the Church of Christ was being torn by converts from 

Judaism, men of lax doctrine and evil life. 

He refers to familiar traditions of the O. T. 

/ Sin and punishment of the fallen angels. 
These not related by Moses, yet J The preaching of Noah, 
accepted as facts. j The distress of Lot. 

\ Prophecy of Enoch. — "Behold the Lord cometh," etc. 

THIS COMING OF THE LORD under 

THREEFOLD ASPECT . 

I. AS A FACT. The return of Christ in person, to execute judgment, to set up throne of righteousness, 

is one of our revealed certainties. 
As early as Enoch, the seventh from Adam, there was this prophecy. 

So Job xix. 25 — "/ know that my Redeemer,'* etc. 
Daniel vii. 13 — ••/ saw in the night visions," etc. 
The N. T. as natural, more explicit than the O. T. 

The discourses of Passion Week \ ^, ,j ; , a„„ou„cement that this 
children hftmg joyful Hosaiinas ,^ ^ „ jj; ; 

disciples weeping at His going ) ° 

The Angels at Bethany " shall so come," visibly, gloriously, triumphantly. 
So the end of all the Apostle's teaching, was, that we should be ready, watching. 

n. THE TIME. Enoch, seventh from Adam, prophesied them. ) c.-n „^ „^^«:„^ «r u.v r'««,;«« 
Job. Daniel, and Zechariah. *^ ) ^^i" ^o promise of His Coming. 

S. Paul—" Wait for the Coming," etc. \ 

S. ]ames— "The Coming of the Lord draweth nigh,'* ( yet near 2 000 vears 

S. Peter—" The end of all things at hand." I ^" °®^^ ^'^^ y®^"' 

Jesus Himself in Book of Revelation — •'/ come quickly." ) The world's life but a day. 
As that storm roars the loudest which has been longest gathering, so God's reckoning 
day with sinners, by being long coming, will be the more terrible when it comes. 

Guthrie. 

m. THE MANNER of Christ's appearing. It will be VISIBLE. We shall see Christ in no spiritual 

sense. Job — *'/» my flesh shall I see God." 

"Every eye shall see Him" 

His radiance will appear greater contrasted with His former humiliation. 
It will be TRIUMPHANT. He who came ist in a cradle, will come 2nd in a chariot. 
"The chariots of God are twenty thousand, even thousatids of Angels." (Psalm Ixviii. 17.) 
They are the Heavenly reapers. 
Heralds of Heaven's army. 

LESSON. 18 OUR ADVENT PREPARATION A REAUTT? 

Men think little now of Christ's Coming. It is Past and done with = Christmas. 

or 
It Is Future and intangibles Advent. 
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THE ANGEL'S MESSAGE. 

S. Luke ii. io, xi. 
" Beholdy I bring you ^ood tidings of great joy ^ for unto you is born this day a Saviour^ which is Christ the Lord.** 

I. BEHOLD THE QRAND TIDINGS the world had awaited 4,000 years. 

• Prophets had foretold it, ceremonies figured it. 
The Blesslnff Ood's Love had prepared after the sin of Paradise. 

THB SAVIOUR CHRIST THE LORD appears on earth to-day. 

the promised sign accomplished. (Isaiah vii. 14.) 

Tlie Scene — a stable — amid the lowing of the oxen, a bed of straw — a manger for a cradle. 
Yet it is the House of God, the Gate of Heaven. HE is under that roof whom the 
Heaven of heavens cannot contain. More splendid than a marble palace, more 
sacred than the Temple. 

Whether is greater, the Temple or the Gift. 
The Temple sanctifieth the Gift. 

Here the Gift consecrates the stable into a sanctuary. The Holy of Holies. Take off 
thy shoes. Reverence. Awe. (See Appendix^ No, 15.) 

II. THE BLESSINGS CHRIST'S birth brings to man. 

( Announced, desired, watched for, for ages. 
_. , ., J ^ 1 f ^ J. T The religion of a whole people. 

It is the grandest mark of God's Love, ^he object of all the proph^ies. 

( The means of man's salvation. 
THE ANGELS themselves made known the object. 

X. GLORY TO GOD, to give Him that of which men had wished to deprive Him. 

II. PEACE TO MEN, „ to them that of which they had ever striven to deprive themselves. 

"If He had not been born, we had never been born again ; had He not Iain in a manger, 
we had never lain in Abraham's bosom ; had He not been wrapped in swaddling 
clothes, we had been wrapped in everlasting flames ; had His Head in infancy not 
been pillowed on straw, and in death on thorns, ours had never been crowned with 
glory. But that He was born, better we had never been ; life had been a misfortune 
to which time had brought no change, death no relief, and the grave no rest. Glory 
to God in the highest, that He was born." Guthrie. 

(A) 0L0R7 TO GOD. Man was placed on earth to render homage and glory to his Creator. 

Supreme Majesty asked his Adoration. 

Paternal Goodness ,, Love. 

Infinite Wisdom „ Reason and Intellect. 

JJIan forgot this. 

Idolatry grew up. ) 

Philosophy of Greece and Rome. . The True God was the only one unknown. 

Lip service of the synagogue. 

(B) PEACE ON EARTH, GOODWILL TO MEM. 

A universal peace throughout the world, where the Prince of Peace appeared. 
Rome was mistress of the world. 

It was a deceitful outside calm Men's passions were at war. 
Jesus Christ came to bring a peace never known before. 
His coming Makes peace between God and Man^ 
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(Gospel.) 



GOD WITH US. 

S. Matt. i. 23. 
^* Emmanuel J Gad with us.** 

CHRIST has many names in Holy Scripture, but never one without a design. 

They indicate His Character, Offi.ce, Mission, the Issues of His Work. 
EMMANUEL of the last kind. Quoted from Isaiah vii. 14. 

Significant of the new relation between God and man wrought by the Incarnation. 

Angels' Song. 



All the tender associations of the season 



Shepherds' Watch. 
Mother and Babe. 



All are pledges of a conciliated God. 
OhrlBtmas tells of restored friendships even in this world. 
The family circle— estrangements healed. Religious differences. Political animosities. 
Goodwill exchanged. Cf. Truce of Qod mediaeval. 
CREATOR without Christmas is a terrible Being. 

but S.Johni. "The Word was made flesh and dwelt amongst us,*'] removes the terroTt 
S. Matt. I. "Emmanuel, God with ks," j bridges it over. 

L HE IS UNCHANGING. God with us to-day, is God with us to the end. 

It is the earnest of the inner life, which is the Divine life. 

The Father is nearer to us, as we get nearer to the Great Emmanuel. 

'*I/ ye had known Me." etc. (S. John xiv. 7.) 

It bridges over the gulf between the finite and infinite. 
Sorrow brings us closer to Him in Consolation. 

Needs and Temptation „ „ „ Strength and Grace. 

Remembered and Repented Sin ,, „ ,, Sacrifice and blood. 

THE INCARNATION „ „ „ Glorified Humanity. 

II. GLORY OF THE INCARNATION. As the guiding light of fire for the Israelites was 

always accompanied by the pillar of cloud, so the times of deepest humiliation were 

for Him times of greatest glory. 
His Death, that of a vile malefactor, moved heaven and earth to witness to His majesty. 

The sun hid his face. The earth gave up her dead. 
His Burial, a defeat Angels guarded His sepulchre. 
His Birth, humble and poor. Heaven celebrated the event. 

III. THE FIRST-FRUITS. ALWAYS-as He was, so are we, and oum. 

God gives Christian Saints into the care of the Angels. 
The departing soul is borne in their loving arms to the bosom of Paradise. 
Every little child sleeps quietly under the guardian sweep of an Angel's wing. 
In Heaven "their Angels do always behold the face of our Father who is in Heaven,** 

(S. Matt, xviii. 10.) 
Tlid Axigels rejoice oyer ChrlBt'a Blrtb, because it bridges over the abyss between earth and 
Heaven, and makes possible the joy there is among them " over every sinner that 
repenteth,** 
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RETROSPECT AND ANTICIPATIOlf. 

Psalm xlviii. 14. 
" This God is our God for ever and ever: He shall be our Guide even unto death,** 

INTRODUCTION, whatever text we may select, there can be but one tbeme for this season. 

The thoughts that gather round the last day of year, all point same way. 
Retrospect of the year that is gone, with all its joys and sorrows. 
Expectancy for that coming — new hopes and aspirations. 
At last step, as we cross the boundary line, we naturally look back, and forward. 
Back = yesterday. — The world created. Gone. 
Forward = to-morrow. — The Judgment Day. The time is short. 
IT IS THE ONLT ARGUMENT that appeals to worldly men— dead to religion, to everything, 

but the balancing of Accounts. 

I. LOOKING BACK . The year that is dying, the years that have gone, have a voice. 

**Thou shalt remember all the way which the Lord thy God led thee these forty 
years in the wilderness.*' (Deut. viii. 2.) 
The innocent dead. — Abel. — Saints of God. What say they ? 

''Fear not them that kill the body. " (S. Lake xii. 4.) 
God's prophets against the world. Gehazi. 

*'Beware of covetousness.for a man's life consisteth not in the abundance of 
the things that he possesseth." (S. Luke xii. 15.) 
The men of the world — gone to their Account. Dives. 

''Beware, lest ye also come to this place of torment.*' (S. Luke xvi. 28.) 
The steadfast Christian. — '' This God is our God." He has led us through the past as 

through a wilderness. One step further still. "He will be our 
Guide even unto death." Be ready. (See Appendix, Nos. 16, 17.) 
THUS the Dying Tear calls us ceaselessly to Take Account. (See Eccles. xii.) 

Give Account of thy Stewardship. All we have, — lent on trust to lay out for Him. 
Remembrance of the sins of the year. 

II. LOOKING FORWARD. Gather up every thought that helps us to prepare. 

The veil which covers the face of futurity is woven by the hand of mercy. Bulwbr. 
*'The Master is come, and calleth for thee." (S. John xi. 28.) 

"Set thine house in order." A parson suddenly stepped into the shop of one of his parish- 
ioners one day, just when the man was at his busiest. " Did you expect me ? " said 
he, abruptly, without a word of salutation. *' No," was the reply. " What if it 
had been Death ? '' asked he ; and as suddenly as he had entered, he was gone, 
leaving the tradesman to face the awful thought he had called up. 
Is not Death, to all of us, as unexpected as this ? (See Append'x, No. 19.) 
Note. — In the original^ Psalm xlviii. 14, the word " Abmootb," unto death, is omitted from the text. 

For our old year meditation, and New Year's wishes. Let it stand. A beautiful thought. 
He will guide us unto death. The teaching of Nature. Beauty out of decay. 

Life out of death. 
(See Appendix, No. 18.) Dead old year. — The living New. 
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NEW YEAR'S WISHES. 

3 S. John 2. 
**Be/ove(f, I wish above all things that thou may est prosper and be in he ilih^ even as thy soul prosperethV 

INTROD UCTION. A wish something like this, been repeated many times to-day (this week). 

Kindly wishes, mutual greetings. Good old English custom. 

HAPPY NEW YEAR means many things, according to mind of speaker and hearer. 
Child's idea different from the man's. 
Student's ,, „ merchant's. 

Selfish worldly ., „ Christian's. {A New Year's Petition, See Appendix, No. 20.) 

A common mistake to take estimate of sense, material wealth, world's treasure. 
To overlook substantial real prosperity, which lasts into a future world. 
The text reminds U8. Quote. "I wish .... thy soul prospereth." 

THE APOSTLE'S LANGUAGE, not the current language of the world, or even of Christian men. 

We can rarely assume a prosperous spiritual condition, spite of current thought and 

language. 
The " well-heloyed Galas " must have been no common man. 

•• I know thy soul prospers, may all be well with thee as that is.' 
The congregation must be no common one we could so address now. 
We cannot tell how many are thriving, earnest Christians. 
,, ,, ,, mere gazers, listeners. 

To wish S. John's wish for many would be to curse them, since their soul is the last 
thing to engage their concern, to prosper. 

WHAT IS PROSPERITY P what uaees it? 

Take no low earthly standard for our New Year's wishes. 

Life becomes to us a parable. Analogy between desirable things, for body and the soul. 
Reminds us of the Higher blessings, within reach of all. 

(A) HEALTH. The world joins ** Health and Happiness." Our common every -day greetings. 

We have no notions of prosperity, without being quite well. 

The world would say there is no prosperity without bodily health. Sad mistake. 

We learn the Truth at a godly bedside. A desolate poor man's home. 

Lazarus, full of sores may be happy. Dives tormented ; sick soul, 
A prosperous soul better than strength — ^Health of Mind. 

(B) SUCCESS. Adyancement as distinct firom mere possession. One who gets on. 

Success here generally proportioned to the labour bestowed. (See Appendix, No. 21.) 
There is " ill-gotten gam " — A great thirst for riches. 
*'They that will be rich fall into temptation and a snare.** (i Tim. vi. 9.) 
We see how much a man has — we envy him, — did we see how little he "enjoys* we 
should pity him. 
Seal Success not apparent. 

Good man's success is the true prosperity. *'The blessing of the Lord maketh ricK** 

(Prov. X. 22.) 
The true Christian, the successful man, contented with what God gives him. 
Earthly defeats make him cling closer to God ; Value more the eternal treasure. 

(C) FBIENDS. Half the world choose friends at random, know them by slow degrees, hold them very 

loosely, and part with them only tDO lightly. Friendship. (See Appendix, Nos. 22-25.) 
The Chpstian has the best of it even in this. One mora than other men, He will never 

fail, whoever else may. **He sticketh closer than a brother.** (Prov. xviii. 24.) 
•' Friends," said Socrates, " there is no friend." Without Christ a sense of insecurity. 

(See Appendix y No. 26.) 
CONCLUSION. THE APOSTLE'S PRAYER for you, that you may prosper for earth and Heaven. 

God will bless you ; hallow your common life. 
Better than wealth, or power, or health, or £Bme, that your soul may be blessed ; 
your prayers answered. Friends with Christ, and in the next world have all your 
blessings given back to you for evermore. 



No. IX. Cptpl^an^. 

(Gospel.) 



GIFTS. 



S. Matt. ii. ii. 
"Goldf Frankincense, and Myrrh,** 

IN TRODUCTION. Relate incidents in Gospel for Epiphany. Time probably i year after Birth 

of Christ. 

STAB IN THE EAST. The belief of the Ancient World, that the birth and accession of great kings 

was announced by the appearing of a star. 
The prophecy of Balaam (Numb. xxiv. 17) well known in the East. 
A supernatural appearance of a star sure to be so interpreted. 

THE WISE MEN. They were Magi = Pen Ian priests, worshippers of the sun. students of astronomy, 

philosophers, reading the mysteries of the spangled heavens, in the lovely serene 
nights of Persia. 

I. THEIR HOMAGE. Tney recognised His Real Character. = The Expected One. 

God ^eads men through their studies (the stars) to Himself. 

God's way of manifesting Himself is to lead men through their daily avocations to Him. 
NOTE this first turning of the Gentile mind to Christ. " Where is lie that is born King of the Jews, for 

we have seen His star in the East, and are come to worship Him? " (S. Matt. ii. 2.) 
This craving desire for light in them and us, an evidence of our nobler, higher nature. 
That was a noble prayer of the Ancient World, " Give light and let us die." 

"ev U fpatL Kai okansov" 

IT. THEIR GIFTS, GOLD— Ps. 72. ''Kings of Arabia and Saba.'* Royalty. 

„ 21. "Crown of pure gold upon His Head. ' ' 

FRANKINCENSE— offered to God in Temple worship. (Exod. xxx. 

34 ; Lev. ii. i ; Neh. xiii. 5, 9.) Prlestliood. 

HTRRH — Signifying that He was to die. S. John xix. 29. . . . Humanity. 

III. LESSONS. The star, a type of God's mercy to the Gentiles. (Isai. xhi.) "The people that walked 

in darkness saw a great light." 

(A) NATURE^ contrary to popular notion, leads men to Christ. Science kneels to Christ. The truly 

wise man will bend in reverential awe, before the wonders of Heaven. 

{See Appendix, No. 27.) 
A study of the sky compels our worship and homage. 

The greatest philosopher said, " I am but a little child, picking up pebbles on the shore 

of the great sea of Truth." 

We look upon the picture of The Wise Men bending before The Child. 

After all our wanderings, nature, science, we must come back to a child-like spirit. 

A little child nearer to God than we. 

(B) OUR GIFTS. What, when, how much, do we bring to Christ ? 

Oold=our possessions, our treasures of whatsoever kind, our best, the heart above all. 
Frankincen8e=a holy worship, to hallow every-day, common life. {See Appendix, No. 33.) 
Myrrh = Like Joseph of Arimathea, the continual memory of His Sacrifice and Djath. 

(C) OUR DUTT. Diligence in seeking spiritual blessings. The Magi followed the star ; it seemed to go 

out. We grope after light, wander, stray. Look up for a btar. 
The Joy with which His true followers worship Him, when found. 
The best of what we have, not good enough for Him. 
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CHRIST S MANIFESTATION TO HIS PARENTS. 

S. LUKB II. 49. 

''//aw is U that ye sought Me f Wist ye not that I must be about My Father's business f^ 

INTRODUCTION. 

THE CHILDHOOD OF THE HOLY SAVIOUR very precious. 

If we could only know all the events of those early years ? 

EPIPHANY Grows out of Christmas. God Manifest is the central fact. 

Manifestations of Christ are GRADUAL^in HIS time and order, not before. 

Manifested to the Gentiles. His parents knew Him not at this time. 

understood not His Work; Power, Katnre. 
The Present Age shews how easy it is for 

Men to be near God, yet know Him not 

Men of intellect to stumble over science. 

Men who know Nature to be ignorant of Nature's God. 

The Bible, too, God manifested there in its Inspiration. 

Yet many look on it as on other books, and so its very truths become stumbling blocks. 

.1 .. .. SL book of unreadable mysteries, and so miss its literal truth. 

CUB LOBD'S EARTHLY PARENTS received the Manifestation by slow degrees. 

The Angel Gabriel in the Annunciation. 

Joseph taught of God 

The Star in the East. 

The Shepherds and Magi. 

The presentation of the Infant Savionr. 

Then nothing till twelve years old, they go up to Jerusalem. 

RELATE CIRCUMSTANCES . The keeping the Feast, the loss, and search, ignorance of His true Nature 

The finding Him asking questions. (See Appendix, No. 29.) His mysterious sayings, only 

half understood. 

The difflcnlty of the day's journey, and three days seeking Him. {See Appendix, No. 28.) 

He educates their minds to see what is His true Character and Mission. 

His true obedience to the fifth Commandment. 

Yet the loving, gradual development of the Truth to them. 

6E was a CHILD, YET THE ALL-WISE GOD. On this S. Bernard says, 

" The Child Jesus, according to His own pleasure, disposed the display of His Eternal 

Wisdom, and when He chose, and before whom He chose, appeared wise, or wiser, 

or most wise, while all the time He was All-Wise, and never less." 

LESSONS. The Manliness of Obedience to a Mother. ''Though He were a Son,'' The Eternal Son of God, 

*'yet learned He obedience.*' (Heb. v. 8.) 
We shall never know Him, or find Him, until we feel the want of knowing Him, if we 

look only in a natural or worldly way. 
It must be His way. " // with all your hearts ye truly seek Him." (Deut. iv. 29.) 
"Oh that I knew wh$r$ / might find Him.** (Job xxiii. 3.) 



No. XI. drcontf j^untrao after lEptpl^anp. 
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CHRIST S MANIFESTATION TO HIS DISCIPLES. 

S. John ii. ii. 
"//e manifested forth His glory, and His disciples believed on Him,^ 

INTRODUCTION, the MARBIAQE feast of the East often continues for a week. 

Describe Customs and the Scene. 

L THIS BEGINNING OF MIRAGLE8. The Miracles of Christ are Epiphanies,— manifesta- 
tions of His power. 
Not isolated wonders, but each a part, a step, of a pre-conceived order and connection. 
Stilling the tempest showed Him Lord of Nature. 

Healing the sick ,, ,, Lord of Health, relaxing the curse on men's bodies. 

Feeding the multitude „ „ Lord of Wealth, Giver of all good. 



Raising Lazarus 



II 



1 



Lord of Death. 



His own Resurrection ,, 

Casting out devils „ „ Lord of the Spirit World. Conqueror of Evil. 

MUtAGLBS prove His Humanity as well as Divinity. 

Works of Healing proved His Human Sympathy with Suffering. 
Miracle at Cana ,, ,, Joy. 

The first Miracle of Moses was a turning of water into blood. 
„ „ Christ ,, „ wine. 

Now the changeless miracle of the Holy Eucharist in the Challoe of His Love. 

HE RBCOONISES THE MARRIAGE BOND, and sanctifies holy human love, and human joys. 

The disciples are the children of the Bridechamber. The Eternal Bridegroom sanctifies 

every innocent marriage feast. 
The type and figure of the Marriage Feast preparing above. 

,, ,, Union between the Redeemer and His Church. 

II. A TENDENCY IN A STRICT CONSCIENOE to be afraid of all enjoyment 

AsceticlBm., e.g., Ebionites— Puritans — the so-called *'Rel]gloiu LUo." 
John the Baptist — the desert hermit — had done his work. 
Brought men to Christ, — ^Who sanctions innocent festivity. 
**The Sou of Man came eating and drinking." (S. Matt. xi. 19.) 
He will supply what we lack, even in our most joyous feasts. 

III, LESSONS. Christ Manifested Himself as the Lord of Glory. ' 

Sanctified Man's happiness, the innocent joys of home life. 

Blessed family afifections and relationships. Honours and consecrates Marriage. 

God gave the Man a ' Help-meet ' {i.e., a " Help," — meet for him). Christ renews the 

Blessing. 
" What God hath cleansed, that call not thou com$mm." (Acts x. 15.) 
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CHRISTS MANIFESTATION IN HEALING. 

S. Matt viii. 8. 

** Speak the Word only r 

Ps. cvii. 20. 

^^He sent His Word and healed them." 

INTRODUCTION, 

It is HUMAN, /.<?.. belongs to fallen man— to suffer pain, sickness, infirmity, death. 
,, DIVINE to be subject to neither. Man nearer to God before the fall in this also. 
Christ Manifests Himself as God ; having power over these. 

I. THE CENTURION^S STORY. Remark; there are 3 Roman Centurions in N.T. bright 

examples of Faith, i. This. (S. Matt. viii. 5.) 11. He on Calvary. (S. Mark xv. 39.) 

III. Cornelius of the Italian Band. (Acts x. i, 2.) 
Refer to or relate the Miracle. (5. Matt. viii. 5.) 
His Character attracted the Saviour's Reg:ard. 
Kindly disposition, sympathy with others, both joys and sorrows, yet He fixed upon, 

not his benevolence, or perseverance, but his Faith. 
His Slave more than servant. The true position of the dovXos. 

The 1 Oman counted these outside the pale of sympathy. 
XT IS CONDUCT THAT STRIKES US IN A SOLDIER. Fierce profession of arms. The Roman 

Soldiery. 

II. ACTIVE PRINCIPLES OF HIS LIFE. 

(a) His Piety. He had gone to the Jews' meetings, some upper room may be. Heard Sacred 

Scriptures; joined simple worship of Jehovah. 
Finds its outcome, " He loveth our nation, and hath butlt us 
a synagogue.** 
G>) Hi8 Faith. Still more conspicuous. 

Simple, absolute reliance on Divinity and power of Jesus. 
'*Speak the Word only.** 
(0) His unquestioning obedience. The Illustration— Military. Agoodsoldier obeys; neither 

time to think, nor wish to think. 
Witness — Balaclava— 600. 
So disease, health, joy, sorrow, life, death. 

They come, they go. I command the Subaltern; the tribune commands me; he on 
Caesar's throne all. 
Jesus " marvelled," etc It is Faith He honours. Faith He loves, i.e.. Active Faith. 

III. LESSON, ilways, according to Faith— small gifts and large, e.g. 

"Go thy way, and as thou hast believed, so be it done unto thee.'* (S. Matt. viii. 13.) 
Each Drawn to Christ in his own way. Each in his own profession and through it. 
The magicians through a star ; the shepherds while folding their flock ; the fisherman 
by his nets and boats, and the centurion by the teaching of his soldier's life. 
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MANIFESTATION OF CHRIST IN NATURE. 

S. Matt. viii. 26. 
" TAen He arose and rebuked the winds and the sea; and there was a great calmV 

INTRODUCTION. 

EPIPHANY is progressive. Each Sunday brings out some new record of His Human Life. 

M ,, some fresh manifestation. No\^ in men's studies, 

by the stars, now through their daily avocations, fishermen on the 
lake. 

Here it is the World of Nature. 

Scene. Tired out with teaching all day, as the evening shades drew on, He entered a 
ship belonging to these poor fishermen. Had not whereto lay His Head. Tired — 
sinks to sleep, on that borrowed pillow, and such a pillow ! a wooden grille on which 
the helmsman sat. 

The Storm (common enough on inland lakes). 

Their want of faith. His gentle chiding. His command. 

THB SON OF HAN MANIFESTING HIMSELF TO THEM. 

We remember they were untrained, uneducated men. 
,, they had to be led upward and onward. 

IT TEACHES THEM AND US, 

I. THAT CHRIST'S VISIBLE PRESENCE is not everything. 

Not to rely on that, as on a charm. 
That though He seemed to sleep, He was present, and omnipotent. 
That though absent to the eye, He is everywhere. 

On the deep. Uttermost part of the sea. *' Wings of the morning.** (Psalm cxxxix. 9.) 
All this gentle, gradual, kind, merciful. 

II. THAT THE OUTWARD WORLD, Elements, Nature, are servants, instruments in His Hand for man's 

blessing. 
Every work of Healing, mercy, restoration, is a manifestation of Himself to us. 
Thus Science, every step in knowledge, every successful experiment, is a handmaid to 

lead us nearer to Him. 

m. IT IS A SMALL FAITH that exults over triumphs in the world of Nature, and makes science a 

stumbling block. 
Men seie only the visible, trust to laws of nature and science, and forget the Presence 
of God. 

IV. IN THB TEMPEST AND THB STORM. Not to forget the Divine Presence, though He seem to be 

asleep. 
In moments of danger, accident, death, Christ with the Believer. {See Appendix, No. 30./ 

Hartley Colliery Accident. 
Sinking of the Princess Alice. 
Railway Collision. 
Hedley Vicars in the Trenches. 

Thou Framer of the light and dark, 
Steer through the tempest Thine own ark, 
Amid the howling wintry sea 
We are in port if we have Thee. 

Keble. Christian Year, 
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THE MIXTURE OF GOOD AND BAD. 

S. Matt. xiii. 30. 
"Lei both grow together." 

INTRODUCTION. The parable and rendering both given by the Lord Himself. 

It deals with momentous subjects. 

I. Malice of the enemy. 11. Mysterious permission of evil in the Church. 
III. Mistaken zeal of the servants, iv. Wise patience of the Master. 
Strange as it may be, this literally happens in Eastern countries now, though no longer 
done in Palestine or Syria, the enemy sows his " pandinellu." (See Appendix, No. 31 .) 

I. RECOGNIZES THE TRUTH that good and bad are mixed together in the 

CHURCH AS IN THE WORLD. 
Permitted It would hinder God's providence to try to remedy this before the time. 

cf. His business, not ours. Wholesome discipline. 
Root up. The two plants are as much intertwined below surface, as above, shews itself in 

the relationships of life, interchange of business — good and bad —so linked together 

you cannot touch one without the other. 

The Enemy sows his tares BETWEEN the wheat, not alone among:. WltUn the Church. 
So that in Human Governments, as in Divine, it is needful. It "must be.*' 

" Lest while ye gather up the tares, ye root up also the wheat with them," (S. Matt. xiii. 29.) 

II. MISTAKEN IDEAL. 

GOOD SEED AND TARES. Who shall discriminate ? 

In the East very much alike, particularly in the early stages. {See Appendix, No. 32.) 

We sometimes, by harsh judgments, unkind discouragement, tear up the young wheat. 

The day of small things. Injure one of Christ's little ones. 

A FEARFUL RESPONSIBILITY assumed when we take to judging who is wheat and who tares. 

( By assuming 
We forget their permitted growth, and the danger to the Church. Divine functions 

,, ,, our own souls. ' and presuming to 

( hasten Providence 
" Lest gathering the tares, we root up also the wheat.'* 

III. LESSONS. 

There is Spiritual Discipline for us in this mixture of good and evil. 

Even if not impossible, it would be fraught with worse evil to 

gather all the good into one place. 

„ „ wicked „ another. 

"Let both grow together." A wise providence. 

The unbeliever may be saved by the Christian. 
„ weak brother ,, „ more perfect follower. 

At the worst. The good man loses none of his labour. Each is progressing towards 

tlie Harvest Ripening. 
Side by side they grow : same Sun, same Bible, same Prayers, until the Almighty 
Husbandman comes and makes final separation. 
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CHRIST THE MORNING STAR. 

Rev. XXII. i6. 
" The Root and Offspring of David, the bright and morning Star." 

THE CHRISTIAN SEASONS are a ladder by which we ascend to the highest Mysteries 

of the Faith. 

Christmas— Festival of Angels. \ 

Circumcision — ,, Jews. !- And so on up to Easter. 

Epiphany — ,, All Nations. ) 

EPIPHANY. liri^aiVw. A bright shining forth. Light to lighten the Gentiles. 
The Babe of Bethlehem receiving homage of Wise Men. 
The Manifestation of Christ to the Gentiles; drawing them to Himself. 
The Text, coming at the close of the Sacred Volume, is significant. 
Refers not only to Epiphany — but also Incarnation. 

I. CHRIST'S DUAL NATURE. 



"ROOT AND OFFSPRING OF DAVID." "/ am the Root and Offspring of David:* 

,, " bright and Morning Star.'* 
The Statem'^nt is an undesigned corroboration of Sacred Scripture. 

Appears a Paradox. '* I am the Root and Offspring." Apparent contradiction 

Root = ancestor. 
Offspring = descendan t . 
So Christ is declaring Himself progenitor and posterity. 

Father and Son to same person. 

vk^ fP^^*^yA iff«4«*^ ^••»i«i«« ♦!,<- i Divine = eternal existence before David. 
The Twofold Nature explains this | Human = born into the world after hiin. 

It corroborates, "Before Abraham was I am." (S. John viii. 58.) 
shews, How David's Lord could be also David's Son. 

How God from all eternity could manifest Himself in the human life He 
Himself had made. 

II. CHRIST^S HUMILITY, 

"RRIQET AND MORNING STAR." 

The Emblem of the Redeemer's low estate, when He came among men. 
He would not compel homage by appearing like the sun shining m his strength ; rather a 
beacon star; a shining point in the midst of darkness 
So He came, a servant of servants 
without a home 
unknown in early life 
sojourned in a borrowed grave 
They looked for Majesty there was only a little star. 

Conqueror ,, ,, weakness. 

Messiah's glory ,, one accused and mocked. 
fhe Star would appear a Sun if we could get nearer to it. {See Appendix, No. 27.) 
So with Christ — it is because we regard Him afar off. 

III. CHRIST'S E PI PHAN Y, 

AS THE MORNINO STAR appears just before the sun, outshining and outliving all others, so Christ 

is the harbinger of joy and light to a fallen world. 
Contrast the darkness of the heathen world— and the "Light of the World" dawning 

upon the world. 
The Wise Uen were guided hy the Star •' when they saw it they rejoiced with exceeding 

great joy:' (S. Matt. ii. 10.) 
As long as we follow we are safe. 
Christ is the Light to Himself — when we journey, when we rest, in day of doubt, and 

night of sorrow — He shines on still. 
The star was hidden, They enquired. {See Appendix, No. 34.) Enquiry rewarded. 
So if He seem to be hidden for a time, Be more earnest. 



'The world knew Him not:' 
(S. ]ohn i. 10.) 
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THE CHRISTIAN RACE. 
I Cor. IX. 24. 
INTRODUCTION. "'^^ ^"'^ that ye may obtain.** 

BIBLE MAKES NO SECRET of the NATURE OF THE CHRISTIAN LIFE. 

Its Hardships-rewards I ^ j^j^j ^^^ ^^^^^ 

„ Crown- dihgence) ^ ^ ^ ^^^^^ ^^^^ Appendix, Nos. 76, 77, 81. 82.) 

The Christian is warned against self-pleasing, self-complacency. 
He will find a Cross, must go near to it, take it up, carry it. 
THIS IS THE EET NOTE OF THE EPISTLE. 

I. S. PAUL'S LINE OF THOUGHT HERE. The Corinthians had consulted him as to 

eating meat sacrificed to idols, he decided that in itself it was not wrong ; but then 

a Christian can do nothing in abstract — if a stumbling block to another, it is wrong. 

He would give up things lawful, if inexpedient. 

This argument would offend them he knew, yet it was exactly what they did in 

their National games. 
Tbe Simile, a favourite with S. Paul. 

Epistles to Philippians, and Hebrews, contain similar references. 

The Corinthians held Isthmian Games in such reverence, that National calamity did 

not stop them. City once sacked ; games went on. Public events dated from 

them. Honours given even to the Victor's City. 
The Preparation, long and trying. 27 verse. 
Refer to The Athlete's Training. . . . Shall I start and not do my best ? 

IJ. THE PARALLELISM. Both racers have certain laws, speed no good, without striving 

lawfully. 
Danger of mistaken zeal — being busy, but not after God's way. 

The Crown must be won His way, not ways of our own choosing. (See Appendix, No. 39.) 
Earthly Race. Many run, all fail but one. Christian Race. All may win the Crown. 

Jealousy, fall of one, another's gain. Help a weak brother. Heaven 

{See Appendix, No. 35.) has room for all. 

QUALinCATIONS. 

Necessity of vigour, earnestness, determination. Heaven not won by sitting still and reading 

about it. 
Heaven is to be run for; no half-heartedness. 

{See Appendix, No. 36.) 
„ Carefulness in running. Many run well, but not rightly. Look to 

our course, consider our way, keep the 
right path. 
„ Self-denial, moderation. Put aside all that clogs and hinders the soul, 

as the athlete puts away all dainties. 
Temperate even in things lawful. 

(See Appendix, No. 38.) 
Christ pleased not Himself. 
The Lesson of Christ's life over again. 
„ Perseverance to the end. Preparation, self-denial, careful running no 

avail unless we hold on to the end. 
Looking back both labour and Crown 
are lost. 
ENCOURAGEMENT. Remember all eyes are upon yon. God, Jesus, at the end of the '' Stadium." 

"Looking unto Jesus, the Author and Finisher 

of our Faith." (Heb. xii. 2.) 
The Holy Angels, spectators, sympathizers. 
Powers of evil watching when to tempt 

and assail. 
Glorified spirits, "great cloud 0/ witnesses.** 
Our loved ones, perhaps. 
Remember the inestimable prize. (See Appendix, No. 37.) 

Their's a corruptible, our's incorruptible. Do I wlsll to win ? 
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THE SOWER. 

S. Luke viti. 5. 
**A sower went out to sow,'" 



INTRODUCTION. 



A PRIVATE EXPOSITION of the parable given to the Disciples., Why? 

Not because of its difficulties. 
,, to encourage secrecy. 
But Because it set forth the important fact for the first preachers and apostles.' 

THE MYSTERIES OF THE KINGDOM— Why its mysteries bewilder. 

,, truths offend. 
,, . success is partial. 
,, victory is delayed. 
Of the many who seem true disciples few stand the test of trial. 

,. called ,, few chosen. 

Perhaps they looked on the very scene. 

Our Lord often uses passing events for spiritual lessons. In a boat on lake between 
the hills, they might see a sower, birds, the wayside path. {Su Appendix, No. 40.) 

I. THE KEY TO THE PARABLE GIVEN BY OUR LORD. 

The Seed =Word of God. 

,, Soil =heartofman. 

,, Sower = The Lord Jesus, and his true followers. 
As in Christ's day so now, four soils wherever we turn {See Appendix^ No. 41.) 

II. FOUR SOILS. 

I. 5th verse quote. Wayside. In the East flocks of birds follow the farmer casting the seed. 
Careless, indifferent, ungodly people — who hear without heeding. 
'• Those by the wayside are they that hear/' nothing more. 

Their heart is hard as the wayside. ) a u j . j j .u j -i 1 • -i. 

Unready-not prepared for the seed.} Anybody s ground, and the devil claims it. 

Every day's newspaper contains a running commentary on this part of the parable. 

n. 6th verse quote. Rock— not alone stony places, with earth between, but rock, the picture of 
Itnpttlsiye, superficial religion, "hear the word with joy.'' 
Easily made Christians, and easily unmade. 

Many are touched by preacher's words, who never receive the truth at all. 
They **have no root." Temptation withers the plant. Temptation (See Appendix, Nos. 46-51.) 
His eye may have been fixed on some even while He spoke, e.g., Judas Iscariot. 
Times of spiritual excitement, joy, times of peril. Confirmation. First Communion. 
When we fall away, it is because we " have no root." 

m. 14/A verse quote. Thorns. The failure is the cares and the riches. 

the too little— and too much — of life's comforts. 
We may preserve the form and appearance of godliness— outer shell. 
The Worla's inroads on the soul, keep thousands away from the Worship of God. 
The farm, the merchandise, the wife. (S. Luke xiv. 18.) 

IV. 15/A verse quote. Good Ground. "An honest and good heart." 

Asking in earnest, simple faith, What is it that is wanting in me ? What grace is 

lacking ? 
All will come right. The Root is there. 

He will water it. The sunshine of His Grace. The dew of Heaven. 
Sown thoughts grow to things, and fill that field, the world. 



No. XVIIL (Suinquagetftma. 

(Epistle.) 



CHARITY. 

1 Cor. XIII. 8. 
*'C/iari/y never faileth** 

INTRODUCTION. BUBNING and immortal words to exact the admiration of the worH 

Peculiarly appropriate on the eve of Lent. Lights us on the path of repentance. 

"Father, I have sinned,'' etc., etc. This sin — want Of Charity. 

His Charity has never failed to us, yet ours has failed to our fellow man. 

I. R EMEMBER T HE CIRCUMSTANCES which called forth the letter. 

The Corinthians — noble city — great gifts and graces, combining the subtlety ot the 

Greek, and stem common sense of the Roman. 
S. Paul preached among them — founded a Church — planted the Gospel. 
After Mb depaiture faction and disputings arose. Schism. 

" I am of Paul, I am of A polios, I am of Cephas, I am of Christ." (i Cor. Hi. 4, 6.) 
Their gifts were turned to selfishness, every one for himself. 
So what should have been a bond of union, became means of separation, discord. 

Then He Writes this letter, probably from Ephesus, by an Amanuensis, to clear up their 
difficulties, and he feels there is but one Master Key, 

The Charity and Love of Gk>d that never faileth. 

II. WE IMAGINE SUCH AN ONE AS PAUL THE AGED, 

(Not Raphael's idea. S. Paul preaching from the Areopagus.) 

Rather as a father bowed down in sorrow because his children have fallen out by the way. 
They should be of One Mind. How is it ? What is it ? 
Instead of Harmony, Discord. It is the Love of Grod that is wanting. 
Then, rapt as in a vision, he tries to impersonate it ; embody it. 

"Charity is long-suffering and kind; Charity envieth not; Charity vauntethnot herself, is not 
puffed up, is not unmannerly, seeketh not her oum^ is not provoked, reckoneth not evil ; 
rejoiceth not at iniquity, but fcjoiceth with the truth ; covereth all things, helieveth all things, 
hopeth all things, endnreth all things." 
Beautifully expressed in Dean Stanley's brief paraphrase, i Cor. f. 280, Vol, i. 
, •• Charity hides the evil, believes the good, hopes the best, bears the worst." 

It is as if it were a person — suffering, rejoicing, longing, envying not. 

III. LESSONS. We here gathered from 100 homes. Have we this Charity ? 

Are we divided by some wretched dispute? 

„ „ ,, Religious controversy ? 

Is there no father alienated from children ? 

„ child set against his father? 
Are „ very friends torn asunder ? 
How much might be healed by the largeness of a never-£siiling Charity. 
How much each one lacks it ; let him know himself. 
With the memory of our prayers, the harmony of our music lifting the soul to a higher 

world, we ask that what is wanting may be supplied. 
That Love which, like its Divine Original, never fails, nor hath an end. 

FAITH, HOPS, CHARIT7, they all abide, and are abiding, but the greatest of them all is Charity. 
That is the Salt which preserves us from corruption. 

the peace of the Church as well as of the house. 
Principle which will shew itself in the daily round of trivial duty. 
., * ,, ., remain when all else is gone. 

It is Christ's own element of Character. 

Becanse God Is Love, and whalv. . cr therefore in us is love, is CkMl in ns. 

Charity never faileth. Lord, "send Thy Holy Ghost, and pour into our hearts this most excellent 

gif. of Charity." 
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No. ZTX. Ssili Mflriieitiau. 



LENT, 



Joel if. 12. 
" Turn to Me, . . . with all your hsarty with fasting, and with weepings and with mourning^ 

INTRODUCTION. Note the moderation of the Reformers. 

Correcting the abuses they found with gentle hand. {Su Appendix, No, 42.) 
Refer to " Homilies on Fasting." and the teaching of the Prayer Book. 

I. THE LENTEN FAST. The act. The intention. 

FA3TING— Outward and Inward. 

The act. The intention. 

This is a mockery if this is wanting. 

Fasting = self-denial . 

„ restraint. 

Self-indulgence is a hard master, not Jesus. Vice mars the body, self-denial braces it. 
Sin is an exacting tyrant, the Service of God is perfect freedom. Pusey. 



- Not only from BIN, but from lawful things too. 



II. WHY THIS WEEPING, FASTING, AND MOURNING, 

I. To k33p alive the memory of Sin. To forget our sin, is to sin again. (S:e Appendix, No. 43.) 

A Day of Mourning. Humiliation for Sin. 

The value of it all will be the Motive. 

There must be no ostentation. 

II. To help the habit of self-control. All self-denial done for Love of Jesus, accepted by 
Him. This is true fasting. 

III. The first day of forty such— penitence and prayer. 

Fastiag sanctioned by its use by all Israel. (Josh. xi. 6.) 

David. (2 Sam. xii. 16.) 
Nineveh. Qonah iii. 5.) 
Our Lord. (S. Mark ii. 19.) 
The Apostles. (Acts xiii. i.) 

LESSONS. Fast in the spirit, as well as in the letter. The soul is boand to earth by silken cords, 

but God will give to it brave wings. (See Appendix, No. 44.) 

Outward wailings and bowlings common and familiar to Jews. . 

_ \ Hypocrites. 

•• That they might appear to men to fast.** (S. Matt. vi. 16.) > 

For us. In the heart. In secret. Not to be '*seen o/men.'* 

The Principle involved. " Whether we eat or drinh, do all to Glory 0/ God,*' (i Cor. x. 31.) 



No. XX. dTii-iSt duntia» tn lent. 

(Gospel.) 



THE TEMPTATION. 

S. Mark i. 13. 
"He was there in the wilderness forty days J** 

JNTRODUCTION. 

CONTRAST S. mark's few graphic words, two verses in all, with the other Eyangrellsts. 

Terse, rugged word painting, which would suit the Roman Converts fur whom he wrote. 

''With the wild beasts,'' 1 Points not touched by the others. 

"A:tgels with Him all the time,'' 1 {See Appendix, No. 45.) 

I. THE TEMPTATION OF JESUS CHRIST WAS A FACT, quite as much as adam'S. 

Notice the twofold Nature of our Lord. 

Only Human Nature can be tempted of evil. 

Satan aimed at His Human Soul.— Hunger, pain, weariness, these are Human attributes. 

Similarity between the two Temptattons. 

("Lust of flesh:' 

S. John classes all sin under three forms • "Lust of eye." 

("Prtde of life." 

ADAM. CHBIST 

Lost of flesh. Gratify natural appetite in i 

unlawful ways. I «, . , . , , . , , 

^, , , , , . I-To turn, bemga-hungred, stones mto bread. 

"The tree good for food." 

But he was not hungry. / 

Lnst of the eye. "The fruit pleasant to the eye" Throw Himself from Temple pinnacle. 

Pride of life. "Tree to be desired to make \ 



Kingdoms of world, and glory, 
if homage done to Satan. 



one wise." (Gen. iii. 6.) 

"As gods knowing good and evil." , 

II. OUR TEMPTATIONS. Christ's came just after HIb Baptism. 

(See Appendix, Nos. 46-51.) Our seasons of spiritual Joy, full of peril, lest Satan pre?alL 

I. It is always "Command these stones be made bread. * (S. Matt. iv. 3.} 
Whatever our trouble may be, we try our own way, not God's, to get out of it. 
Unlawful means to compass a lawful end. 

II. We pray to be kept in all our ways, without attempting to keep ourselves. 

,, ,, ,, from temptation, and straightway run into it. 

III. Spiritual pride— Satan promises everything, 

"if Thou wilt fall down and worship me." (S. Matt. iv. 9.) 

LESSON. "He Himself suffered, being tempted, that He might be able to succour them that are tempted." 
■^■""^■^ (Heb. ii. 18.) 

And if you would have Christ for your help when tempted, do not wait till the 

Temptation comes. Too late then. 
Do not confuse Sin and Temptation. No sin to be tempted. 
Sin begins where Temptation ends ; with yielding to it. 
He is our pattern, if we follow Him into the Wilderness — ^resist as He did, and 

conquer, then Angels shall minister to us. 



No. XXI. ^tconts SmxXiav in lent* 

(Gospel.) 



THE POSSESSED. 

S. Mark vii. 25. 
"A certain zvoman^ whose young daughter had an unclean spirit^ heard of Him, and came and fell at His feet,* 

INTRODUCTION. A story of possession. A scene of faith and prayer. 

NABRAT2 THE SCENE OF THE MIRACLE. 

How His fame spread abroad; they had heard of His miracles and teaching. 

Note the first steps on Calvary's road. 

He restores the withered hand, and they in return seek His death. 

He cures the lame man, and they in return desire to kill Him. 

He makes whole the sick man, pool of Bethesda, in return Pharisees blaspheme Him. 

I. OUR LORD'S ANSWER TO PRAYER, none at first. 

Then apparent refusal. '*It is not meet to take the children's bread,** etc. 
Her faith rises above this, "and her daughter was made whole." 

II. TRUE FAITH TAUGHT BY A HEATHEN, when we least expect it. 

Similar examples not wanting, — Thief on the Cross. 

The Roman Centurion. 

The Samaritan, in parable. 

Mary Magdalene. 
So often now, Philosophers and Scholars miss the Tmtli, revealed to simple folk. 

" Thou hast hid these things from the wise and prudent.** 

FAITH finds Its expression In FRATER. 

No faith without Prayer. 

No Prayer „ answer, in God's own time and way. 

{See AppendtXt No, 52.) 

III. LESSON. FRAYER. Confident, \ 

Earnest, 



Believing, 

Humble, 

Persevering, 



Shall be successful. 



(See Appendix, No. 53.) 

Qrare et Laborare. " God does not demand impossibilities ; do what you can, pray for what 
you cannot do." Augustine. 

{See Appendix, Nos, 54, 55.) 

Time to Fray. Those who watched Daniel the closest — determined to find a fault, if fault was 
to be found — were obliged to confess to his integrity ; and yet he found time thrice 
a day, on bended knees, to call upon God. 

{See Appendix tN OS, 56, 57.} 



No. XXII. €^ivti dttntiap in 3Lent. 



HINDRANCE TO PRAYER, 

Psalm lxvi. i8. 
**// / regard iniquity in my hearty the Lord will not h:ar me.** 

INTROD UCTION. 

CHRISTIANS OFTEN ITNDO GOOD WORK.^ 

i» M Miss a blessing. From a misconception of God's requirements. 

,, M Spoil a whole life. 

They do and undo. Heart and lips are at variance. 

„ pray, Lead us not into temptation, and take the first opening: to rush into it. 
„ give the service of the lips, and cherish some forbidden thing in the heart. 
Fastings, watchings, alms, of no avail without the heart. 

"1/ 1 regard iniquity in my heart, the Lord will not hear me." 

I, THE CHRISTIANAS BLESSING. The Lord will hear him. He is certain of a hearing. 

Not so in administration of eartbly Justice — forms, cost, delay, intermediate courts to 
be gone through : — 

through Advocates who must have special training. 
ftUT coxLdltionaL All prayer must be through His Name. "Whatsoever ye shall ask the Father 

in My Name, He will give it you." 

(S. John XV. i6.) 
All petitions for a right object, in the Faith of Abel. 

„ ,, ,, Simple trust of David. 

,, ,, ,, Confidence of S. Paul. 

Having made the petition to God, leave it with Him. (See Appendix, No. 57.) 

Notblng prevents God from hearing but INDULGED SIN. 

II, HINDRANCE. (A) A cherished sin. This may exist even with habit of prayer. 

Satan's devices so insidious. 

Bad men pray — irrepressible instinct. 

(B) EVIL INCLINATION. No need to be wilfully wicked in act. 

If the desires, inclinations to evil, be permitted, it is enough. 

If I regard evil, look, think upon iniquity, sinful thoughts, careless 
looks, incautious behaviour. 

{See S. James' development of Sin, 5. James i. 14, 15.) 

III, THE RESULT . The Lord will not, and cannot bear me. 

WHT 7 because in such a state I cannot pray. 

My words are not prayer. Lips and conscience being impure, the thought and 

utterances cannot be other. 
We cannot be Bad inside. Good oat. 
„ ,, serve both Masters. 
If God hears ns not, there is something wrong, 

Either in the request itself, or in the manner and spirit of the asking. 
God always will truly hear, when we truly pray. 

More things wrought by prayer than the world dreams of. {See Appendix, No. 23.) 



No XXIII. JFoixvtf^ duiitraj) in Ecnt. 



FORGIVENESS. 

S. Luke vii. 48, part op 50. 
**T^ s:ns are forgiven. , , . Thy faith hath saved thee ; go in fsace.^ 

INTRODUCTION. 

THE SACRED SCRIPTURES RECORD WORDS AND ACTS said and done, not only for those days, but for 

all time. 

For onr sakes are they written. 

Forg:ivene3S is the same now as then. The same Pardoner, the same condltionB. 

WB SEE Repentance in a sinner. 

Jesus showing mercy to the penitent. 
Faith working hy love. 

DESCRIBE THE PICTURE DRAWN BY S. LUKE. Simon the Pharisee; the woman coming in, her 

tears, her anointing. {See Appendix, No. 58.) 

I. THE PERSONS PRESENT. 

I. THE PENITENT. Why this on her part? One word explains. She was a sinner. 

She had perchance seen His miracles, heard His W3rd3, recognised a Sayionr. 
"Come unto Me all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest,** 

(S. Matt. xi. 28.) 
Her place was the place of every sinner, at the feet of Jesus. 

n. THE PHARISEE. What his thoughts ? {Refer to verse 39.) 

Unbelieving thoughts of Christ. 

m. THE LORD JESUS ANSWERS HIS THOUGHTS with parable of two debtors, 

And then applies it to Simon's case. 

The comparison between the poor woman's all, and Simon's bare hospitality, 

unfavorable to the latter. 
The last and comforting assurance to her. 

"Thy sins are forgiven. . Thy faith hath saved thee; go in peace.*' 

II. LESSON. We are all Debtors to God. All full of sin. 

■ Christ HAS power to forgive sins. 

He who is forgiven most» should most deeply love. 

We cannot indeed anoint His Feet. — We can care for the poor, dear to Him, — He 

will accept what is done for Him, as if done to Him. 
"COUE UNTO ME," still His pleading cry. In the Blessed Sacrament we can come 

like the true penitent. Nay, only as true penitents may we come. 

FORGIVENESS to others for His sake. 

If we too forgive, we shall be forgiven. It is the divine condition. 
Without this the Lord's Prayer is a mockery, and will have a terrible meaning 
for us. 



No. XXIV. JFi^tf) ^untJap in lent. 



LENTEN DISCIPLINE. 

2 Cor. XIII. 5. 
** Examine yourselves f whether ye be in the faith; prove your awn selves,^ 

S. Matt. vi. 16. 
^* Moreover t when ye fast ^ be not as the hypocrites/* 

INTRODUCTION. 

BAST TO FORGET our own danger, in looking at other people's peril. 
The Hermit's life, not popular now, 

Yet it met a recognised want, — a man to be alone with his own heart and God. 

A TIHE OF DISCIPLINE. A necessary adjunct to a life of probaUoxL {S^ Appsndix, Nos. 59-63.) 

DANGERS REAL, both in 80CIET7 and SOLfrUDE. 

Enumerate some of the more common. 
It is good, then, to have a season for retirement = Lent. 

Lent is to assist men, busy during the nine-tenths of the year. 
„ „ help those already on the road. {See Appendix, Nos. 60-62.) 

I. THE OBSERVANCE OF LENT. 40 DAYS. Figures ever significant. 

Deluge. {Gen. vii., viii.) The dove. 

Spies. {Numb. xiii. 25.) 

Goliath, (i Sam. xvii. z6.) 

Jonah. {Jonah Hi. 4.) 

Moses. (Exod. xxiv. 18.) 

Elijah, (i Kings xix. 8.) 

Our Lord. (S. Matt. iv. 2.) 

The cnstom of obeervlngr Lent, established by early Christians, who followed exa:Ti pie of Jc-.vs 
in 40 days' humiliation at Feast of Passover. 
Fasting, Humiliation, and Penitential Prayer, recognised lay our Lord. (5. Matt, vi.) 
He did no work without it. Adduce instances. (5. Luke v. 16; 5. Mark. f. 35.) 
Follow Him into the wilderness ; it becomes no longer a wilderness. 

II. LENT. 

A TIIKE OF SELF-EXAMINATION. Man of business taking stock. Farmer's season for examining crops. 

Assume nothing, Examine. Probe deep down, bring all into God's presence. 

A TIME OF REPENTANCE, which means Prayer. Humiliation. Self-abasement. 

"Consume us here, cut us in pieces here, only spare us in eternity," exclaims 8. Augustine. 

A TIME OF SELF-DENIAL. Self-denial not Fasting. Self-denial is not iLdiely abstaining Irom sin ; 

that is a Christian duty. {See Appendix, No. 66.) 
Fasting = Self-denial in lawful things. 
Self-denial = safeguard against temptation. Disciplinek {^Scc Affendix, No. 61.) 

„ B remedy „ selfishness. , 



No. XXV. Valm dtintla]; 



LOST OPPORTUNITIES. 

S. Luke xix. 4a. 
"// tkou hadst known, even thout at least in this thy day, the things which belong unto thy peace,'* 

INTRODUCTION, This day lies midway between Passion and Holy Week. 

Jesus going up to Jerasalem for the last time. Palms, boughs, garments. 

Kemarkable as being the only occasion on which He allowed Himself anything like 

earthly pomp. 
An Angels' Army at His Birth. (See Appendix, No. 64.) 
Now, army of men and innocent children. He allowed these expressions of loyalty. 

As His eye fell on the Holy City, from the Mount of Olives, His human sympathy made 
Him pause. 
He saw Gethsemane, Calvary, and the causes of all. "He wept." 
Wept amid the Hosannas of the people. 

Contrast. The whole city moved at His coming. "Hosannas " 

Alas ! six days hence another procession. *' Crucify Him / '* 

I. TWO LINES OF THOUGHT, 

L THINK OF THE HOLY CIT7. "// tkou hadst known." He saw Vespasian's armies. The famine, 

sword, smoking ruins, children slain, and eaten for food. He saw her surrounded 
by a foreign enemy ; towers and palaces in ruins ; the Temple, sacred to Jehovah, 
razed to the ground. He beheld, as in a proplietlo vlsiou, the awful scenes described 
by Josephus. 

Note the surpassing literalncss of the fulfilment. 

Heaven's righteous retribution on abused and wasted visitation 

Not only lost cities, but lost souls. 

*'In this tky day,'* The words imply that Heaven has its own seasons. 

The Jews. 
• The seven Churches of Asia. 
, Greece. Babylon. Christian England. 



Nations have them 



Indlvidaals. Our day of visitation, bright, sunny seasons. 

harvest times of the soul. 



Each a day of visitation. 



Confirmation, a blessing. 

Days of Communion, sanctified in the Eucharist 

Preacher's words, with new and unwonted power. ^ 

n. THINK OF OUKSELVES. " If I had only known." How often do we use the words when 

too late? 
So S Peter. S. Paul. David. Judas. 

liid from thine eyes. We think of a man who will believe only what he sees ; his light becomes 

darkness — Want of Faith in the unseen. 
God visits us, though we shut our eyes. Cf. Emmaus — Scene by the lake. 
We see not, perhaps, even now, things belonging to our peace ; things only seen 

by the inward eye. 

II. LESSONS. Opportunities neglected, lost, may never come again. (See Appendix, N', 65.) 

To-day, Palm Sunday, may be the last time He will come to us. 

May we know the things that belong, not to worldly wisdom, ambition, wealth,— 

but Peace. Thy Peace. 
The Atlantic. We think of its storms, agitated waves, gales, and wrecks, and disabled 
ships; but three miles of depth, the caverns of eternal rest. All below a certain 
number of feet is unchanging stillness ; darkness, profoundest calm 

Emblem of the trae Spiritual Peace, passin ' understanding. God's best Olft. 
G (See Appendix, Njs. 95, 96.) Els own Peaoe. 



)^ 



No. XX VL eootf dTrftap. 



INTRODUCTION. 



SELF-SACRIFICE. 

Heb. IX. 26. 
"The sacHfice of Himself:* 



THE CROSS is the crowning Victory of Christianity. The death of Clirlst not defeat but Victory. 

Lifted up He ''draws all men unto Himr The central object between earth and Heaven. 

THE CROSS, and the death thereon, the greatest proof of the Divine origin of Christianity. 

If it were of Human devising:, its chief attraction would not have been found in the 
humiliation and death of its Founder. 

One great proof that it is of God. IS that its chief glory lies in what seemed failure and 
defeat. S. Paul, ''We preach Christ crucified:' (i Cor i. 23.) 

••/ determined to know nothing among you save Jesus Christ, and Him crucified." 

(i Cor. ii. 2.) 

WHAT IS THE ATTRACTION that draws men to the Cross? 

There is a very real attraction. What is it ? 

It is found in the words of the text. It is Self -Sacrifice. 

This power in Self-sacrifice lies in its threefold fascination. {See Afpendix^ No, 66.) 

I. It displays Strength. The power and will to crush natural instincts. 

To give up life, and all that life has, and choose death and loss. 

n. It l8 comparatively Rare. Most men, the world, guided by self-interest, the animal instinct 
of self-pleasing, avoiding pain. 

To subdue, to invert this, is rare, and attracts because so. 

m. IN IT is the Highest Life. All good ever done is proportioned to the amount of Self- 
Sacrifice involved in it. 
Labour, e.g., is Sacrifice, and that which is unrewarded and slighted the 
greatest Sacrifice of all. 
Pagan History full of examples ; M. Curtius ; Coriolanus ; Regulus returning to Carthage; 

Leonidas and his 300 Spartans. 
Shows how they valued the Nobility of Self-Sacrifice. 

Modern times no less bright. The old guard at Waterloo; Gordon at Khartoum; 
Bishop Patteson in Melanesia. (See Appendix, Nos. 67, 68, 70, 71, 72.) 

WHY IS THIS? The answer takes us deep into human life ; below the surface. 
Christ said, "// is more blessed to give, than to receive." (Acts xx. 35.) 
In Sacrifice, man gives; his highest, his best — becomes likest God. 

CHRISPS DEATH was thus a Sacrifice. THE Sacrifice. 

All His life, a giving to and for others. His death too. 

He gave His Soul to agony. His life He laid down of His own wilL 

It was "The Sacrifice of Himself" 

IN THIS WORLD we have a heritage of pain. Thus for us all solTering attracts our sympathy, if 

nothing else. Suffering gives the power of sympathy, as nothing else can do. 
The attraction of the Cross then is " I have suffered too. I can feel for you." 
Tet HIS sympathy something far different to ours. (See Appendix, Nos. 69, 73.) 

How are the streams that once flowed from the Cross, now held in the Chalice ? 
'* We may choose the life of Self-Sacrifice ; we cannot choose the form in which it is to 
manifest itself in us. This is of God. We cannot choDse the exact form of the 
humiliation or suffering, we can only choose the spirit of it." T. T. Carter. 
(See also Appendix, "Cross" Nos. 66, 74.) 



No. XXVIL AooK dTrftap. 

THE SEVEN WORDS. 
INTRODUCTION, f the cross of christ. 



t 



We Gaze on the Cross, and on Him Who hangs there. 
We listen to His Words. 

Try to realize Who He is. Why He Dies. 

I. THE GOSPELS RECOED FACTS. These things really happened ; no fiction ; not in parable. 
IL THE SORROWS OF CHRIST. Are we right to meditate on them ? 

We shrink from intruding on sorrows of mourners, lest our sympathy hurt when God 

alone can heal the deep grief. 
God is specially in the house of mourning. Cf. Jesus at Bethany. Lazarus' home and 
grave, one of the most affecting of all the gospel incidents. {See Appendix^ No. 78.) 
Christ's Sorrows have a sacredness, a mystery that our's lack. 

Is any sorrow like unto His sorrow, in kind, results, or degree ? 

(See Appendix, Nos, 75, 76, 77.) 
Jeremiah, in prophetic announcement, says, ** Behold and seel" 

So we go over the history of that time ; try to realize the details. 
Harder because we can never know or feel what He felt. 

He who would not save Himself for love of me, shall He find me turning coldly away ? 
•*/s it nothing to you^ all ye that pass by ? ** (Lam. i. 12.) 
OBSERVE. The Passion in Itself is no mournful event. 

S. Chrysostom says, •' We do not fast for the Passion of the Cross, but for our sins." 
The Passion is matter for joy, not mourning : we mourn, not for that, but for our sins. 



S. Luke xxiii. 34. 
"Fatherj forgive them ; for they know not what they do,'* 

FIRST WORD. 

THIS WORD seems to have been spoken while the soldiers fastened Him to the Cross. 
Note. How Christ was both Priest and Sacrifloe. 

As Sacrifice = He was now the Atonement, cf. Scapegoat— wilderness (of sufifering). 
As Priest =» He now interceded for the transgressors. 

I, INTERCEDED, 

I. FOR HIS MURDERERS. 

Martyrs ask mercy for themselves ; He for others. 

His own precept, "Pray for them that despitefully use you.** (S. Luke vi. 28) 
For the Soldiers, using needless roughness. ) ^j^ ^.^ ^^^ ^^^ H^ 

For the Jews, smnmg agamst light and knowledge.)^ -^ 
They know not what they do. S. Paul, speaking of the princes of this world, i.e., the Devil 
and his angels, says, "Had they known it, i.e., the Wisdom of Ood, they would not have 
crucified Him." But hnman ignorance is greater, though malice less, (i Cor. ii. 8.) 
S. Peter. '^Through ignorance y$ did it." (Acts iii. 17.) 
What is this "Wisdom of God?" 
Surely the mystery foreordained by Him of the Incarnation and Crucifixion. 

(Cf. I Cor. ii. 2 ) 

n. POE US. Christ died for us ; our sins helped to make His burden heavier. 
Onr sins more than theirs, for we know what we do. 
Ignorance is not sin, if men are not wilfolly blind to their own fault. 

II, THIS UTTERANCE IS THE VOICE OF GOD, 

If He pleads thus on earth, what are His intercessions in Heaven. 
This Prayer makes sin infinitely more sad, and more exceeding sinful. 
Infinite pathos of His petition. 
BLESSED 8AVI0UB. give us something of Thy forgiving spirit. Shame on us, who so sorely need 

mercy, that we so often withhold it. Enable us by Thy example to pray for those 
who persecute us, and cover the multitude of our sins with the Charity which 
comes alone of Thee. 



S. Luke xxiii. 43. 
SECOND WORD. '* To-day shalt thou he with Me in Paradise:* 

TWO BESIDES CHRIST hang ON THE CROSS. Both called on Him at first, but not both in the same 

state. They were dying for their crimes. 
The appeal of the Impenitent thief was an insult, "// Thou be,*' etc 
.. ,. ., penitent ,, ,, Act oi homage, "Lord, rememberme:* etc. 

There is a Tradltton that the shadow of Christ fell upon the dying thief, and shielded 

him from the glare of the sun. 
Christ's was always a calming, soothing power I e.g., demoniac among the tombs. 
D7INQ INFLVEKCE. The man converted. How? By the calmness, courage of the dying Christ. 

Indirect influence better than direct. Example better than precept ; history than 
dogma. 
Direct teaching may fail, but what we are will ooze out, in tones, looks, words. 
The dying Christian may sometimes win those to God, by his death, whom he could 

not turn even to seriousness in his life. 
S. Augustine says, that the Church owes Paul to the prayer of Stephen. 

" Si Stephanas non orasset 
Ecclesia Paulum non haberet." 

IF CHRIST'S FIRST WORDS asked forgiveness for the impenitent, these tell of pardon from 

the Cross for all repentant. 
There He prayed as a Priest for forgiveness. Here He bestows pardon as a King. 
"The Lord ever gives more than is asked He supplicated a remembrance, Christ gives 

him a Kingdom, for where Christ is, is a Kingdom." S. Ambrose. 
EB, L0R1> OF FAB/IDISE. Bat for the Cross no Paradise for us. No Heaven. 
He who drove man out, welcomed him back. 

Wherever Paradise was, it was with God. (2 Cor. xii. 4 ; Rev. ii. 7.) 
WE ASK— NOT to have NO CROSS, but for PARADISE after it. 
For if we have no Criss, we are not companying with Him, while to carry a Cross is 

to journey with Him. {See Appendix, Nos. 80, 81, 82.) 

To every one, then, a Cross, to one a visible Cross, to another one known only to 

himself and God. 
8om3 delight to exhibit their Crosses, others quietly hide them away; shaming us, less 

brave-hearted ones, by their sweet and gentle patience. 
Yet each is fitted to the shoulders of each. 

Then these words may comfort us, "To-day with Me in Paradise" 
HOPE AND WARNING. One sinner is converted at the hour of death, that we may hope ; and 

but one that we may fear. 



S. John xix. 26, 27. 
THIRD WORD. ** Woman, behold thy son, . . . Behold thy mother^ 

A TOUCHINQ PICTURE of those nearest to oar Lord in devout affection and earthly ties. 
He was the exemplar of Charity even in His Dying Hour. 
Note. His example, in tenderness to parents. Fifth Commandment. 

Amid all His sorrows He forgot not human love and duty. All relations of life blest in 
Him. The very thought urings Him nearer to us, one more touch in the perfoct- 
ness of His humanity. 
THE BLESSED VIRGIN'S TRIAL. Simeon had said, "A sword shall pierce thine own soul.'* (S. Lukeii. 35.) 

This fulfilled. We marvel at her courage. — A woman's strength. 
It was His thinking of His Mother at all, that surprises us, not His giving her to care 

of S. John. 
He was gomg to return to His Father, and the old relations were to pass away into new 

and holier ties. The separation was henceforth to be lasting. 
But He did it in the gentlest way. Henceforth My Son would be merged in My Ood. 

PATTERN FOR US in this as in all else. Patience under trial. {See Appendix, No. 74.) 

Tenderness for earthly ties. 
Thoughtful affection tor kith and kin, his friend. 
HIS FBmSD^ the beloved disciple, youngest of them all. 

A hardy fisherman, "Ihatfepyks," " son of thunder," no effeminate boy, as often pictured. 
Strong in cheery manhooa. The vigorous man who left the eager S. Peter behind 
running to the sepulchre. Fit protector for the widowed, sonless mother. 
He is lifted up far above the touch of the kind of love we give one another. 
These words give a new sacredness to the duties and ties of home. 
In every home, in all our joys, Christ may have a place. 



S. Matt, xxvii. 46. S. Mark xv. 34. 
FOURTH WORD. *' ^fy God, My God, why hast Thou forsaken Met'* 

HikTT£B FOB SILENT CONTEMPLATION rather than much speaking. 

Clirlst here speaks in person of Mankind, addressing God as God, not even Father. 
We are to bring to it all the reverence of which we are capable ; not seeking to be wiser 
than what is written, or dive into the full mystery of the expression. 
One of the most difflcnlt questionB in the whole range of theology, How far and in what sense 

" forsaken " by the Father. Certain He felt all the horrors of death for us. 
The first three words on the Cross had reference to others. 
Now the last four ,, have „ Hlmaelf. 

It was the hour and Power of Darkness, — Ninth hour, — Three o'clock. 
From midday till now an awful gloom had hung over all. 
Portentous to the inhabitants of Jerusalem. 
THE WORDS, *' My God, My God," etc., a quotation from Psalm xzil. 1. First special Psalm for 

Good Friday. 
David had felt so, different only in degree and capacity for exquisite pain. 
Three things to extort that Cry. 

I. Physical anguish = fever, thirst, prostration, weakness, nails. 
II. Mental torture = betrayed, jeered at, travail of soul, agony. 

III. Made a curse for us = not simply substitute, but worn-out nature; sense of the 
world's sin. 
SIN AND IT3 PENALTY. Darkening of His human soul ; hiding of God's face. " The Lord laid on 

Him the iniquity of us all.** (Isai. liii. 6.) 
Of sin He had none. 

Sin — man forsaking his God = He never knew. 
Penalty — God forsaking man = He endured. 
God never casts off those who do not forsake Him. 

Those who have lost God know why. Sin, and wilful sin only, can put us out of His 
reach. (See Appendix, Nos. 74, 79.^ 

S. John xix. 28. 
FIFTH WORD. " ^ '^^'^^'•" 

WORDS BECOBDED ONLY BT S. JOHN, and he gives the reason, that the Sacred Scriptures might be 

accomplished. 
A reference to Psalm Ixix. 21. 
THEN, TOO, He was Man, and suffered as a Man. 

We cannot bear to think what that thirst was. 
THE VINEGAR. Not given in insult, but impulse of Mercy. 
The common acid wine of the Roman soldier. 
Twice offered: — 

I. Mingled with myrrh, to deaden pain — refused. (S. Mark xv. 23.) 
II. To quench parched thirst .... accepted. („ „ „ 36.) 
He who came to redeem ns, made Himself one with us. 
In all points like us. 

Life begun in poverty and helplessness, continued in toil. 
Ministry begun with hunger in the wilderness ended with thirst on the Cross. 

THE PICTURE IS OF HUMAN NATURE under a curse. CHRIST'S HUMAN NATURE 

bore it. (See Appendix^ " Redeemed^*' No. Sy) 

It gives one more human touch to His Sorrows and His death. 
He who fed the hungry was faint. 

gave water of life to others said, I thirst, 
was the living water was parched, 

raised the dead must die. 

INTERPRETATION wholly MATERIAL of these words does not satisfy us. 

Physical Suffering, closely allied with mental, and the world misjudges it. 

(See Apfendix, No. 73.) 
Our soiQs are athirst — cravings to be slaked only by the Blood of the Crucified. 
Fountain open for all sin, and the streams of earth do NOT satisfy. 

H 
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S. John xix. 30. 
*•// is finished » 

SIXTH WORD . 

CHRIST, from the CR0S3, looks back and looks onward — the past is finished. 

full provision made for the time to come. 
The calm breathing of relief— suffering, life, work, all finished. The Will of Qod done. 

I. HUMAN SID£j. He has finished His life on earth. His sacrifice is complete. 

All things written of Him had been accomplished. 
Even obscurity — loneliness, pain, misapprehension, and reproach. 
The hatred of foes, the desertion of friends, the betrayal of false disciple. All finished. 
The Man of Sorrows merging in The King of Qlory. 

Made perfect through His sufferings. The fire proved the fineness of the gold. 
The Celestial Choir, xxiv. Psalm, *' Lift up your heads, ye gaUs, . . . andthe King of Glory 
shall come in.'* 

II. SPIRITUAL. His work was finished — type, history, prophecy, law, fulfilled. 

Every priest forshadowed Him. 

,, sacrifice was a type of His. 
Man's eternal salvation secured — all needful — finished. 
IT IS FINISHED. "We are ever taking leave of something, never to come back — time^opportunltles. 

{See Appendix, No. 65.) 
When the last hour is come, What will then be finished ? When it is flnislied, what 

will it be ? 
" / have finished that which Thou gavest me to do.'* (S. John xvii. 4.) 
Some things will be finished — perhaps ambition, fortune, , . . children advanced, 

but these may be works of your own choosing. " Thou gavest me,'* 
'Stj to realize what work God has assigned to each. 
Try to have it well done ; — done for Him. 
**Look ye, too, unto that day when He whom ye would love shall say, • It is done.' 

Think ye oif that day when, with lovingkindness. He shall say, ' Well done, good 

and faithful servant.'*' Pusby. 



SEVENTH WORD. 



S. Luke xxiii. 46. 
^^ Father ! into Thy hands I commend My Spirit'* 



THE LAST WOBDS of One ready to die. Ultima verba. Watched for, treasured! Cf. Jacob's 

death-bed ; S. Paul's •* / have fought a good fight." (2 Tim. iv. 7.) His time has come. 
TOKEN OF the inseparable Union of Father and Son. 

He came from the Father, and now was going to the Father. 
He laid down His Life Voluntarily— it was a giving up of what He had voluntarily taken. 

The Priest is going to plead the finished Sacrlllce, to set firm the ladder which is to join 
earth to Heaven. 

OUR REPRESENTATIVE— He commends all our Spirits to God. 

Mystery of Mysteries. The death of God. God dying for man. 
Making one. Union. Man and God. 
Never can fathom the Mystery of His Saorlflce. His death was voluntary, given for sinners. 
His spirit was in His own hands. By His own act he lays it in His Father's hands. 
HE LOVED US, TO THE END, and dying, commends man to God. 

So we learn from Him, not only how to bear our Cross, but how to die. 

(See Appendix No, 82.) 
It brings us to the threshold of the unseen world. We follow His steps through life, 

learn to bear the Cross, do the Will of God — then to die. 
His Father ours if we are His. Our spirits ever in His presence. 



No. zxviu. Emut. 



CHRIST THE FIRST-FRUITS. 

1 Cor. XV. 2a 
*^Naw is Christ risen from the dead^ and become the first-fruits of them that slept** 

INTRODUCTION. Christ IB risen, is a fact thoroughly attested. Needful to be beyond dis- 
pute, as the very foundation of the faith. 

There is no question about it. The evidence overwhelming. The Witnesses — friends, 
enemies, isolated individuals, one very large assembly. 

So clear that an Infidel (GILBERT WEST) attacking Christianity on this point, became 
convinced as proof accumulated, and renounced unbelief. 

S. Paul (i Cor. xv.) narrates the appearances of the Lord. Recite them 
It is a fact that many events in history, never doubted, rest on evidence far less than that 
respectingthe Resurrection,^ .^.,the birth of princes, famous treaties, deeds of assassins. 

Of. Archbp. Whateley's tract in the style of Anti-Christians, to prove that Napoleon I. 
never existed. 

I. WHY IS THE RESURRECTION of so much importance ? Because on it rests Christianity. 

I Cor. XV, 14. " // Christ be not raised, then is our preaching vain, and your faith also 
is vain.'* 

(a) All the doctrines of our religion depend on it. 

(b) Our own resurrection depends on it. 

(c) Our every-day life depends on it. It is the incentive of virtue, self-denial — all 

wasted, if there be no resurrection. 
We Christians are " of all men most miserable," and, we may add, most pitiable, if there 
be no resurrection. 

II. CHRIST THE FIRST-FRUITS of them that slept. 

(A) DEATH A SLEEP. The sleep of the clay. The soul awake to God. 

Believers sleep in Jesus. Only the body. The soul sleeps not. 
Sleep Is rest. (See Appendix, Nos. 84, 83, 91.) 

The placid slumber of the redeemed. Jesus said, •• Our friend sleepeth," and *• Christ 
Himself shall come to wake him out of sleep." An angel in the sepulchre. 

{See Appendix^ No. 89.) 

(B) CHRIST THE FIRST-FRUITS. Then the resurrection Is the harvest, and death Is the sowing 

of the seed. 

Our bodies the grains of seed, sown into the crevices and furrows of God's acre. No 
more lost than the grain from which springs the glorious golden harvest field. 
•• That which thou sowest is not quickened except it die," (i Cor. xv. 36 ) 

(See A/pendix, Nos, 88-90.) 
Christ the First, who rose no more to die. 

Coming from the grave, " them that sleep in Jesus " He will bring with Him. 

Blessed Grave. (See Appendix, Nos. 86, 87.) 

(0) DEEP MEANING IN THE EXPRESSION. 

One of the Jewish Feasts was that of Flrst-finilts. When the first sheaf was brought up out 
of the harvest as an emblem of the whole, and heaved up for a heave ofiering, 
being thus dedicated to God in testimony of the people's gratitude for the 
harvest given. 
This happened on the first day of the week. The Passover was celebrated first, then 
came the Sabbath, then the Feast of the First-fruits. 

So Christ died on the Passover Day. He, The Lamb of God, slain at the Passovar Feast. 
Next day the Sabbath, and Hi-^ Hody tarried in the grave. Then early in the 
morning of the first day, ere it was light, Christ rose — the dawn of the Feast of 
First-fruits, the Sheaf preceding and consecrating the whole harvest of the 
Resurrection. (See Appendix, No. 92.} 



No. XXIX. iEa^ter Sat). 



CHRIST IS RISEN. 

I Cor. XV. 20. 
*'CArist is Risen:' 

INTRODUCTION, He is Risen. =The two angels at sepulchre. (See Appendix, No. 89.) 

The two going to Emmaus. "The Lord is risen indeed." (S. Luke xxiv. 34.) 
Christ is Risen = Salutation of the early Christians, and the response, "He is risen indeed." 
Now, as then, good to use this Eastern greeting. 

I. THE GREAT FACT. Upon Christ's rising depends J2u"* t, 1 r ^u • .. r • 
— ^— ^^— ^^^— — ^^— i ^ 1 The whole of Christ's religion. 

I Cor. XV. 14, ••// Christ be not risen then is our preaching vain." 

II. THE CIRCUMSTANCES surrounding it. It was the last proof demanded by the Pharisees. 

He had few disciples; they were scattered. 
Yet it was the victory that overcometh the world. Betrayed by Judas. 

Denied by S. Peter 
Forsaken by all. 

The Fathers called it the Paschal joy, or solemnity of the Resurrection ; the bright, 
the glorious day of Christ's rising. The Queen of Feasts. 

CHRIST IS RISEN. So we greet one another. \ 

The Angels watching, repeat the words. , ^n^ks of all the«u» 
Fallen spirits acknowledge it. " ^P^^*'^ °^ ^^ ^'^^^^ 

Communion of Saints attest it. J 



He had yet 
conquered. 



III. LESSON. IF ONLY ONE THEME for our thoughts, so ONE LESSON in Epistle for Day. 

Col. iii. I. "If ye be risen with Christ, . . . seek things above." 

"Our life is not here, since He who is our life is not here, but above." Pusey. 

Mortify earthly passions. " ' The festival of the Resurrection ' is the festival of newness 
of life which He hath imparted, which we are to live here ; and so of that life 
which, if we are faithful, we shall live where He liveth, in the presence of God, 
Himself with the Father, one God." Pusey. 

TO-DAY we are reminded of the Heavenly Beings whose joy is full. 

Angels with us ; their Alleluias ours. The same Lord, risen, bdt the same. 

Blessed Is now the Qrave. since Christ has hallowed it. (See Appendix, Nos. 86, 67.) 

All the associations, tender, mournful, but sweet and full of comfort. 
Our best Is there. 

" The graves grow thicker, and life's ways more bare, 
As years on years go by ; 
Nay ! Thou hast more green gardens in Thy care, 

And more stars in Thy sky. 
Behind, hopes turned to grief, and joys to memories, 

Are fading out of sight ; 
Before, pains changed to peace, and dreams to certaintiesj 
Are glowing in God's light." 

Lyra Mystica. 
Henceforth death is changed to sleep. 

He rose . ' , shall we. (See Appendix, Nos. 84, 85.) 

The shadows of the evening are stretched out, and the day goeth away. The night of 
sleep is but the preparation for the morning. In the morning of the ReaurreoMon 
the eternal day breaks and the shadows flee away. 



No. XXX. JFivit ^imtrai) after lE.i^ter. 

(Gospel.) 



PEA CE. 

S. John xx. 19, 21. 
"Peace be unto you.** 

INTRODUCTION. After a storm comes a calm. 

After war ,, peace. "Nations even engage in war, lor the sake 

of peace." 
After Gethsexnane and Calvary comes the calm of peace. 
The Angels' Message was ** Peace on earth:* 
The Prince of Peace opened His ministry with Beatitudes of peace. His mission "to 

guide our feet into the way of peace:* (S. Luke i. 79.) 
Now here, on His Resurrection day, perhaps as the very consequence of it. He gives 

Peace! Twice repeated, "Peace be unto you ! " 
His bequest to His faithful ones, fresh now after 18 centuries. 

I. PEACE OF TWO KINDS. •' True peace is the gift of God, false peace man's own making. 

True peace is deepened by sorrows; false peace eludes, escapes them. Nothing 
comes amiss to true peace ; a good Father sending all for good. False peace is 
discontented with everything that is against its own will. True peace has no 
wants, all comes alike from God. False peace is restless, covetous, discontented 
with what it has. True peace is in humility, ever stretching forward. False peace 
is self-satisfied, continually looking back, hugging itself for any good it ever did 
or thinks it did." Pusey. 

I. TRUE PEACE. God's own gift to His own. Given to millions of souls, one by one, since the first 

Easter Day. 
We must not limit it to the peace of earth, or lower life. Nor must we exclude tliat. 
The Gospel does not bring peace thus, but there is a higher, holier end. "The Lord 

mil give His people the blessing of peace:* (xxix. Ps. 10 v. P.bk. version.) 
The quietness and calm, the foretaste of Paradise, the peace in Him who is our peace. 

{See Appendix, No. 93.) "The peace which passeth all understanding:* (Phil. iv. 7.) 

n. FALSE PEACE. "Peace, as it is the blessing of the good conscience, so it is the curse of the bad 

one. A conscience at peace is the highest life, or the deepest death." Pusey. 
"There is no peace, saith my God, to the wicked:* (Isaiah Ivii. 21.) 

II. LESSONS. PEBSONAL. In the hurry, confusion, bustle of life : for most of us, no peace 

The temptation of the disciples was to go forth to battle. 

"Go ye into all the world, and preach the Gospel to every creature:* (S. Mark xvi. 15.) 
The Gospel to bring "not peace but a sword:* (S. Matt. x. 34.) 

Our temptation. Active, busy lives make us restless ; the strife to live shuts out peace. The 
eagerness enters into our religion, and there strife reigns more than peace. 
Controversy. Alas ! 
Yet true peace may exist in a busy life, and is independent of solitude {See Appendix, No. 94.) 

Our last thoughts will be of peace, when the soul is alone with God. {See Appendix, No. 95.) 
It is the oasis in the desert, the rivulet in a thirsty land, and even against our will, even 
unconsciously we all long for it, as the battered soldier in the trenches, begrimed 
with powder, and worn out with toil, longs for peace and home. {See Appendix, No. 96.) 

All peace here is Imperfect, because we are imperfect ; but there it will be perfected in Him 
Who is Infinite Perfection, and Who said, "InMcye shall have peace:* (S. John xvi. 33.) 



No. XXXI. deconH Suntiai) after iEaslter. 

(Gospel.) 



THE GOOD SHEPHERD. 

S. John x. ii. 
*'The Good Shepherd giveth His life for the sheep:^ 

INTRODUCTION. Picture the Eastern sheep-fold ; a strong, substantial building. 

Protection against winter nights, robbers, and wild beasts. 

The porter opening the door to the Shepherd ; the hireling thinking only of self and his wages. 

The Good Shepherd feeding His flock, seeking them, calling them, leading them and going 

before them, not driving: them, defending them with His life. Cf. David guarding 

his flocks, (i Sam. xvii. 34.) 

^OTB. Our Lord's love of personal emblomB. 

I am the door. Qnly safe and sure method of access. 

„ vine. Source of life and strength to the branches. 

,, Good Sbepherd. Loving, self devoted care. 
All touching emblems of the holy Saviour's love. {See Appendix^ No, 97.) 

I. INTERPRETATION OF THE PARABLE EASY. 

The sheep-fold = the Church of Christ. 
,, Shepherd = Jesus Himself (and His ministers). 
„ wolf = Devourer of souls. 



**As My Father hath sent MB, EVEN 
SO." So plain is the note of con- 
tinuity. (S. John XX. 21.) 



II. SUGGESTS THOUGHTS OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD. 

(a) 9 verse. Making provision for the flock. Isaiah xl. 11. "He shall feed His flock.'* 

Psalm xxiii. i. "The Lord is my Shepherd,** 

"Feed My sheep.*' 

(See Appendix, No. gg.) 

(b) 16 verse. Seeking tbe lost Ezek. xxxiv. 11. "I will seek out My sheep.'* 

Isaiah liii. 6. "All we like sheep," 

S. Luke XV. 5. "He layeth it on His shoulders,** 

Cf. Parable of the 100 sheep. (S. Luke xv.) 

(See Appendix, No. 98.) 
(e) 14 verse. He knows tbem, and they Him. " He calleth His own sheep by name.'* 

(See Appendix, No. loi.) 
(d) II and 15 verse. Gives His life for them. The great fact of Redemption. 

The Good Shepherd died for the sheep. 

(A) SPmirUAL FOOD FOR CHRIST'S FLOCK. The Preaching of the Church ; The Holy Eucharist ; 

Christ's Ministry. "He came that they might have life;" not bare existence only, but 
life, "and that they might have it more abundantly." The Bread of Heaven. 
The Religious life is the truer and more perfect life ; not as the world says, a cramped 
existence. 

(B) RECOVERY OF THE LOST. Bringing into one fold those scattered abroad. "The Son of Man came 

to seek and to save that which was lost." (S Luke xix. 10.) He loved them even when 
they strayed, how much more when the lost one returns ? 

(0) KNOWN TO JESUS, are all our wants, thoughts, infirmities, doubts; our inner life. He knows our 

temptations, Satan's siftings, every one of them, and in our prayers He prays too, 
that " our faith fail not." 
And we know Him. His love, and care, and watchfulness, sympathy and forgiveness. 
In communion with each other. 

(B) HIS DEATH FOR THE SHEEP. This the price of blood. The ransom of the Flock of God. 

III. LESSON . All God's dealings for our good, to keep us in and near the pastures and fold. 

The quiet resting places in the everlasting hills. (See Appendix, No. loo.) 

The one Fold and one Shepherd. 



No. XXXII. Cljiilr ^uutfaw after iBasJter. 



SORROW AND JOY. 

S. John xvi. 22. 
•Kf «flw i ^;^f?;-<f ^w sorrow; hut I will see you again, and your heart shall reioice, and your hy no man 

iaketh from you." 

INTRODUCTION. The words were uttered a short time before the Crucifixion of our Lord. 

Yet applicable now, waiting for the Ascension. 
SORROW is a selfish thing generally, we think of ourselves, not of others. 
Christ in this, as in all else, a contrast to us. 
He knew His hour had come. 

Hl8 Passion had a double meaning. 

{i\ The Agony was near— Humiliation— hard indeed to bear. 
(2) He was going away— Severance— an added misery. 

And. He tried to comfort them. What a wondrous meaning latent I l.'i!!''?.^'^^ ^^^ again:' 

° { I our joy no man. 

(i) FULFILLED in each Resurrection appearance — a subdued joy. 

(2) „ at the Ascension, — crowning and triumphant appearance. , 

(3) ..' on Whitsunday— Newborn Church— the joy, strength and 

vigour of young life. 

(4) Greater fulfilment in the consummation of all things. 

His words stretch onwards, beyond the first Easter and Whitsun- 
tide, to another world — "ye shall see Me again, in like manner." 

TWO THOUGHTS— ONE SAD, ONE JOYOUS. 



' '/ will see you again . ' ' 

"your heart shall 
rejoice.*' 

"your joy no man 
taketh from you." 



I. THEIR PRESENT SORROW. Sorrow because of His going away. 

He had said, "It is expedient for you that I go away," but that was one of the hardest 

things they had to learn. 
So they could think only of separation, and their hearts were filled with sorrow. 

We are the same when we part from some loved one. 

If we could only recall past years, how differently we would act. 

So reasoned the disciples ; all their past failings came up fresh, and they had "sorrow." 

Borrow, too, because of the manner of His death. " Behold y we go up to Jerusalem ^ and all things 
written concerning the Son of Man, shall be accomplished. He shall be delivered to the 
Gentiles, and mocked, and spitefully entreated, and spit upon, and they shall scourge Him 
and put Him to death." (S. Luke xviii. 31.) 

Sorrow, for they were disappointed, discouraged, in spite of all His warnings. 

II. THEIR FUTURE JOY. "I will see you again, and your heart shall rejoice." 

The dreadful scenes of Calvary ; swallowed up in Resurrection Joy. 
The promise points to the meeting of disciples on first day of week. 
Then was His promise fulfilled in their joy, of which 

"Peace be unto you," -was the seal. (S. John xx. 26.) 

This Joy consisted in the unchanging affection which thought of them first, came to them. 

He was theirs. "/ know My sheep, and am known of Mine." (S. John x. 14.) This is their 
joy which no man taketh from them. 

LESSON. We may have sorrow, a full cup running over. 

" Sorrow's crown of sorrow is, 

remembering happier days." 
But if He has whispered. "Peace be unto you," we have a joy which none can take from 
us — the eternal, unchanging, all-sufiicient Love of God is ours. 
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THE MARKS OF JESUS. 

GALATIANS VI. 17. 
"From henceforth let no man trouble me ; for I bear in my body the marks of the Lard Jesus." 

INTRODUCTION. This is one of S. Paul's bold and staUdng figures ; by which heso often, as it 

were, makes his words start into life. 
The literal translation of the passage is, 

"From henceforth let no man trouble me, for I hear branded on my body the mark% of Jesus V 
Emphatic protest against Judaizing teachers, depreciating S. Paul's mission and work. 
No compromise. I bear in my body. 

I. THE FIGURE. We see the reaaon of it. 

In the days of darkness and cruelty, customary to brand or mark on the slave's body 

some letter of ownership, a token, also to hinder escape. 
For criminals the brand was specially cruel, a mark of lasting disgrace, an enduring 

badge of infamy. In either case the man who bore that stamp or stigma, was 

looked upon as an outcast, a fallen and degraded being, slave or convict, or perhaps 

both. (See Appendix, No. 102 ) 

8. Paul applied the figure to liimself. But was lie one who cared not whether he was 

a slave or free ? 
SLAVEBT is the having no free will ; to be oneself the property of another, to be at his 

beck and call, to have to obey his command. 
A fearful state if it puts us at the mercy of one no wiser than ourselves, perhaps more 

cruel, — between man and man, a most accursed possession, standing between him 

and God. 
PUT. Suppose the owner to he CSod. My Saviour, Redeemer ! 

No longer a disgrace to bear His marks, wear His brand of ownership. 

S. Paul gloried in it; put it in the forefront of every Epistle. **PavX, a servant, a slave 

of Jesus Christ, called to he an Apostle.'* 

II. TA STIFMATA. I bear in my flesh His marks, I am His slave, as a ^ov\os, I bear the brand 

^""""""""^^^""^^ of a master. 

8. PAUL'S MABKS. The weals. = Thrice beaten with rods. 
(2 Cor. xi.) ,, tears. = Once stoned. 

„ red lines of near 200 stripes = 5 times 40 stripes save one. 
,, iron in the soul = the feet in the stocks. 
Weariness, painfulness, watchings, hunger, thirst, bodily sufferings, branded into 

the hody. 
Worn and wasted frame — clouded eye — sunken cheek. The thorn tearing and 
festering in the flesh, tell of the dyln^: daUy. 
Therefore, says he, from henceforth let there be no mistake, everyone may see whose I am, 
the sort of man I am. 

III. VOICE FOR ALL, ownership. Have we any marks 7 Signs of service } **Ye are not your own.'* 

(a) Body, one mark, God's own, = belongs to Him. 

{h) Baptism, „ too vague, = often empty words, false profession. 

(c) Fersecnlloilt h are you persecuted ? = there is perbecution without bodily 

torture. 
(d)8tlg1l», „ thi°gng^t.sayit,) J i f^ i, 

plam duty, do it,| ° 

(Quote literal translation above.) 

IV. RESULTS OF SUCH OWNERSHIP. "From henceforth." It saves trouble. 

Indecision, the great perplexity, the great curse of present day. 

Take HIS MARKS then. Let the whole world see that you belong to HIM. 
GOD GUIDE YOU. i. Don't ack you to be singular. Outward marks. 

2. Singularity will not make a Christian of you. Mark is within. 

3. Time will come when no marks are needed. Likeness of Jesus. 
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TRIUMPHS OF THE GOSPEL. 

Daniel ii. 44. 

"T/te God of Heaven shall set up a Kingdom which shall never be destrovef, and the Kingdom shall not be 
left to other people, but it shall break in pieces, and consume all these kingdoms, and if shall stand for ever." 

fNot inconsistent; refer clearly 
INTRODUCTION. *'The Kingdom of God cometh not with observation:' J not to a temporal power, but 
-"——^^—'—^ .,jf^g Kingdom of God is within you." a spiritual reign in the hearts 

\oi men. 
The WORDS, a standiog testimony to the character of claims put forth by Jesus. 

"My Kingdom not of this world:* 
Before Pilate, His enemies said He made HimseU" a Kinc^. 

"Whosoever maketh . . . speaketh against Casar:* (S. John xix. 12.) 

I. THE KINGDOM OF GOD IN MEN'S HEARTS. 

ITS FIRSi PREACHERS. Their enemies said, Acts xvii. 6, 'They turned the world upside down:* 
Men whose lives were in peril every hour, yet endured all for Christ's sake. 
,, not with excellency of speech, or wisdom.— mean and despised, the ignorant of 
the earth, yet bore all things heroically in order to plant the standard of their 
cause on the world's kingdoms. 
AH ATTRIBUTE OF CHRIiTIANIfY That always, seeming defeat, was real victory. 
Killed in one spot springs up in a thousand. 

Simile of The Rose of Jerlcbo. {See Appendix, No. 103 ) 

II. ITS CHARACTERISTICS. Other religions appeal to men's senses; systems of philosophy 

at best. 
Working on feelings, or prejudices ; never got higher than "prudence." 
THB CK)SP£L never strives to win by false pretences ; never promises anything to the worldly, 

has no charm for lovers of the world. Forbids everything in which the sinner 
takes delight. 

Says to the dmnkard, live soberly, 
thief, steal no more, 

profane, swear not at all. 
profligate, crucify the flesh, 
wicked, repent. 
ITS PLAIN LANGUAGE. If any man will live godly in Christ Jesus, let him deny himself, take up his 

cross and follow Me, for whosoever will save his life shall lose it, and whosoever 
will lose, or is willing to lose, his life for Christ's sake, shall find it. 

III. ITS TRIUMPHS. Notwithstanding the weakness of instruments, of its preaching, so mightily 

"""""""""^"""^""""^"""""^ grew the Word of God, that its enemies retracted their charges. 

It has triumphed over every obstacle, and won its way with resistless force. 
This Kingdom grew in silence and obscurity, derived fresh life and vigour from every 

new persecution, finally erected the banner of the Cross on the ruins of Roman 

Empire. Then it smote the image. (Dan. ii. 34, 35.) 
"And the gold, and brass, and iron, and silver, and clay, was broken in pieces together ^ and 

became like chaff upon the summer threshing-floor:' 
13 or 14 centuries have elapsed, and still does Christianity flourish, and shall till the 

promise of Pentecost is fuliilled, and " the kingdoms of this world become the Kingdoms 

of our Lo.d and of His Christ:' 

IV. PERSONAL LESSONS. Kingdoms are made up of individuals. 

We may be a small number, but if only two or three there is the promise. 

Our prayers, our sacrifice, is only a part of the one great oblation from the Church 

Militant. 
Christ hanging on the Cross, gave a Kingdom to the dying thief. 
He promises a Kingdom to us. 

THE CROSS stretches four ways — | ' ' His love equals the extent of His Kingdom, and "jY shall 

stand for ever:' 
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CHRISrS ASCENSION. 

Acts i. 9. 
" While they beheld .... a cloitd received Him out of their sight." 

INTRODUCTION. This was a great festival in primitive times. 

Now, alas, often finds its only commemoration in Proper Psalms and Preface in Com- 
munion Service. 
Utterly neglected till lately. 
Yet it is the completion of the scheme ot Redemption, the last of the sacred com- 
memorations of events in the Saviour's life. The earthly work of Christ finished. 

Recall the history of the Apcension. **Ye men of Galilee, why stand ye gazing up into Heaven?" 

(Acts i. iz.) 

I. THE GENERAL IDEA is of Christ going up through the clouds of Heaven. 

Do we ever look the other side of the cloud ? 
The veil has heen lifted up. 

"/ saw in the night visions.'* (Dan. vii. 13.) 
Riding on the donds. "Lift up your heads." (Psalm xxiv. 7-9.) 



witnessed to it. 



II, EVIDENCE OF THE FACT, i. The Apostles, 

II. The Angels, 
III. The Holy Spirit ten days after, < 

III, THE DISCIPLES. Waiting at Jerusalem. Why ? 

Not fitf not fully prepared for commencing their work. 

A Waiting Church. {See Sermon xxxvi.) 

IV, LESSON. One of comfort 

(a) There is a Man in Heaven. One of us. One who knows our sorrows, can feel 

for our infirmities, remembers our necessities and needs, and failing strength — 
our flrst-fraitB in the Ascension, as well as in the Resurrection. 

(b) He has conqnered for us. He asserts His title to universal empire. Heaven's 

crowns His to give. In Him we more than conquer He. cirries all souls in 
His triumph there. 
(0) He intercedes for us. We are in His heart continually. He carries on His 
work there— to pray for us He died once, ruse once, asiended once. "He 
ever liveth to make intercession for «s." 

(d) He is preparing: a place for us. That where I am ye may be also." A never- 
ending promise. " 
Do we look and long for Him ? shall we love His appearing ' 

(•) He ascended to give gifts to men. (Ephes. iv 8 ; Ps. Ixviii. 18.) 
Oifts. A public ministr)' — the instrument, ) ^r:„-,-.ooco (The Church. 

„ His Holy Spirit— the means, |ot increase j^j^^ individual soul. 

Pardon. Peace to the penitent and contrite heart. 
Crowns to those who endure to the end. 

XUustratiOlL There is a story of a soldier pilgrim, who, anxiously and with tears, visited all 
the places of the Holy Land in which our Saviour had been, and at last came to 
the Mount of Olives, whence the Lord ascended into Heaven. Then, after 
remaining long in prayer, he said, weeping. " Behold, Lord, I have sought Thee 
diligently everywhere, and now that I have come to the place where Thou didst 
ascend into Heaven, where can I seek Thee more ? Let my spirit depart and 
come to Thee, that I may see Thee sitting in glory at the right hand of the 
Father." With these words, and without pain, he gave up the ghost. In like 
manner may we in heart and mind with Him ascend into the Heavens. 
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THE WAITING CHURCH. 

Acts i. 4. 
^'The promise of the Father:* 

INTRODUCTION. The events commemorated by the Church often crowd one another, diflacult 

to keep pace with them. 
^^ Goo d at s uch times not to hurry the mind in the eflfort to take it all in. 
THE LAST FEW WEEKS, a period to which this specially applies. 
Ascension-tide often forgotten, easily passed over. 

perhaps because i. Between Easter and Whitsun. 

II. Comes in middle of week's cares, men busy, 
and minds full. 
L THIS PERIOD OF EXPECTANCY claims us now. 

Looking: back at the history of this time, we might have thought that the Holy 

Saviour during the wondrous forty days, would have completed, filled up, what 

was lacking in the training of the disciples. 

That if they broke down in weakness at the humiliation of their Lord, .the Resurrection 

would have rallied them, and His Ascension found them fit for their future work. 

^^To he witnesses unto Him in all Judaa:' etc. (verse 8.) 

BUT THE7 WERE NOT READT. Almost the last words of the Saviour, to the little band, were Walt. 
Irksome as it might seem, they were patiently to *' wait for the promise of the Father,** 
A Lesson for us. God often tells us to wait. 
We know they obeyed. They did tarry at Jerusalem, in danger of their life. 

among the murderers of their Lord, 
trial of their faith. 
Praising God in the Temple. (Acts ii. 46 ; S. Luke xxiv. 53.) 
The services of High Priest = The public worship of the Sanctuary. 
Breaking of Bread = Holy Eucharist. 

Prayer =Why? if it was promised. 

Remember without Ascension there could be no Holy Ohost. 

"// / go not away:* (S. John xvi. 7.) 
THE PICTURE OF A WAITING CHURCH. 

19 centuries nearly since the marvel was wrought, such as never was, or will be. 
The Double Miracle of Pentecost, i. Tongues of fire. 

II. The effect, — every language. 
Imagine tbe same tbing in London. 

Transfer the scene from Jerusalem, and imagine the commotion. 
LOOK WE FOR A PARALLEL in these days 

We find it in the fact, the Word of Life is preached and dispersed in every language 
and nation under Heaven. 

II. SUCH THOUGHTS NO USE unless we turn them on ourselves; allow them sway; let 

them influence our lives. 
We are waiting. For what ? in what spirit ? 

In the Sanctuary ? Prayer ? Holy Eucharist ? 
If 80, then the Promise of the Father will be ours. 
Those aspirations after better things. 
,, longings after a higher life. 
„ nobler impulses which prompted you as you knelt (this morning). 

(See Appendix, No, 105.) 
These are the Spirit's Work, **The promise of the Father.** 
WARNINQ. It is possible to drive away the Holy Spirit. 

We cannot tell if He will ever come again. Welcome Him to the living Temple of your 
soul ; enthrone Him on your heart's altar. 
Then shall your eyes be opened, your tongue loosed. 

You shall see as you never saw before. Speak for Christ, then Joel's prophecy fulfilled. 
The Promised Gift will be yours, fitting, nerving you for your work on earth, giving you the 
earnest and foretaste of the never-ending life to come. 
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THE DAY OF PENTECOST. 

Acts ii. i. 
"rAf Day of Pentecost:* 

PENTE C O ST. One of the Jewish Annual Feasts. (Exod. xxxiv 22.) Derives its name from the 

Greek Ttvrii*fovrrt = the 50th day, because observed on the 50th day after the second 

day of the Passover. (Lev. xxiii. 15.) {See Appendix, No. 104. j 

It was a return, or ofifering, of their harvest when the corn was reaped, and in the barn. 

ANTICIPATED by THE JEWS with much eagerness. A Jewish writer of 12th century, Maimonides, 

says, " They were obliged to count the days till it came " 

Modern Jews commence their computation with this prayer, "Blessed art Thou, Lord, 
our God, Who hast sanctified us by Thy precepts, and commanded us to number the days of our 
harvest^ and this is the first day.'* 

All the males of Israel were expected to appear at this time in Temple, in commemora- 
tion of giving of Law from Sinai, 50 days after departure from Egypt. 

I, THE CHRISTIAN PENTECOST. (Joel ii. 28.) Prophecy fulfilled. 

The promise of Christ fulfilled. (S. John xiv. 26; S. Luke xxiv. 49.) 

"WHEN THE DAY OF PENTECOST WAS FULLY COME." Properly speaking it began the preceding 

evening. 
120 disciples assembled with one accord, expecting the promised gift. 
Many of the Jews (Elaxnites) perhaps descended from those carried away into Assyria, 
by Tiglath Pileser and Shalmaneser, which indicates 
(i) The power of the Mosaic Law. 

(2) The passionate attachment of (even foreign) Jews to the Holy City 
Two important facts in the history and fall of the Jewish nation, 
Cf. ''By the waters of Babylon." 

NOTE, L THE CONFUSION OF TONGUES proved the means of the dispersion of the Gentiles. 
THE GIFT OF TONGUES was the means of gathering them together. 

n. THE GIFT was the earnest, that every tongue, nation, and people should come within the 
sound of the Gospel, and sing the praise of Jehovah 

m. CLOVEN TONGUES AS OF FIRE = a token of zeal. 
They had been promised a Baptism of Fire. 
The words of God's prophets in old time likened to fire. 

(Isai. x. 17 ) "The light of Israel should be for a fire ^ atid His Holy One for aflame.*' 

IV. THE BOLDNESS OF S. PETER. Perhaps consequent on this gift. 
Formerly he had been intimidated by a servant. 

,. ., awed by the spectators, of his Master's shame. 

,, in a craven spirit denied Him 

Now he vindicates the dignity of his Lord , asserts His victory and triumph ; charges 
his hearers with the crime of crucifying the Saviour. 

II. LESSONS FROM THE THREE GREAT FEASTS. 

Tlie Passover = "Repent, for the Kingdom of Heaven is at hand.'* 
,, Pentecost =" Behold, the Kingdom of God is within you." 
,, Tabernacles = "Go _y^ into all the world, and preach the Gospel," etc, 

FOB V8 CHRISTIANS. He is The Paraclete =7rapaic\i}roJ. i. Advocate in court of justice. 
Changes in meaning of the word. 11. Helper. 

III. The Comforter. 
May He sanctify our hearts, hallow our common daily life, and joys, and sorrows, and cares. 

„ our bodies be made meet temples for His presence. 
Never quench His Spirit, resist His influence , hallow all within us. {See Appendix, No. 105.) 
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No. 1. Repentance. — "There is one case of deathbed repentance recorded — the peni- 
tent thief— that no one should despair; and only one, that no one should presume." 

— S. Augustine. 

No. 2. "'Morning' is the devil's verb, he bids tarry, time enough to repent; but 
'Morning' is God's adverb, and He bids repent early, in the morning of thy youth, for then 
thy sins will be fewer and less. 

" Young men, remember this : he that will not at the first hand buy good counsel cheap, 

shall at the second hand buy repentance over-dear those sins that are now 

as jewels sparkling in your eyes, will at last be millstones about your necks, to sink you for 
ever." — Brooks. 

No. 3. " It is worth observing, that when the New Testament speaks of that kind of 
repentance which is only sorrow for something done, and wishing it undone, it constantly 
uses the word Mera/uXfia, to which forgiveness of sins is nowhere promised. So it is written 
of Judas, the son of perdition, S. Matt, xxvii. 3, MtTafit\Ti9H8 cnrtTpe^j/e, he repented and went 
and hanged himself. But that repentance to which remission of sins and sal- 
vation is promised, is perpetually expressed by the word MeToyoia, which signifieth a thorough 
change of the heart and soul, of the life and actions." 

— Chillingworth (Sermons before Charles I.) 



No. 4« Repentance. 

" 'Tis not to cry God's mercy, or to sit 

And droop, or to confess that thou hast fail'd ; 
*Tis to bewail the sins thou didst commit. 

And not to commit those sins thou hast bewailed. 
He that bewails, and not forsakes them too. 
Confesses rather what he means to do." 

— Quarles» 
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No. 5. "Not a single sigh for past sins escapes His ears ; not a groan of the heart but 
is heard by Him ; not a tear falls to the ground but He putteth it into His bottle ; not a 
breathing of the soul after His holiness ; not a loathing of our own unholiness ; not an act 
of self-abasement, or humbling ourselves for sin ; not a yearning of the soul for a purity 
which it hath not, if it be but followed by action ; not an act of mercy, done in hopes that 
we may * obtain mercy ; ' not an act of self-denial, in token of our displeasure and self-con- 
demnation at our offences, but we shall fmd there ; every fragment of our poor sorrow and 
service we shall find there gathered and stored up, nothing lost." — Pusey. 

No. 6. Preparing the Way. — "When a man of rank has to pass through a town or 
village, a messenger is despatched to tell the people to prepare the way, and to await his orders. 
Hence may be seen, some sweeping the road, others who * spread their garments in the way,' 
and some who are * cutting down branches from the trees ' to form arches and festoons where 
the great man has to pass." — Roberts. 

No. 7- Diodorus Siculus gives a description of a march of Semiramis, Queen of Persia. 
" In marching towards Ecbatana she came to a mountain called Zarkeum, which, extending 
many furlongs, and being full of craggy precipices and deep hollows, could not be passed 
without taking a long and circuitous route. 

"Being desirous, therefore, of leaving an immortal monument of herself, as well as to make a 
shorter way, she ordered the precipices to be cut down, and the hollow places to be filled up 
with earth ; and, at a great expense, she made a plain, open road, which to this day is called 
the road of Semiramis. 

"Afterwards she made a progress through Persia and all her other dominions in Asia, and 
wherever she came she ordered the mountains and craggy rocks to be cut down, and at a 
vast expense made the ways level and plain." 

No. 8. The Word of God. — Some look upon the Bible as a garden of spices, in 
which you may walk, and at your leisure pluck the flowers and gather the fruits of the Eden 
of God. More truly is it a mme, in which you must dig and labour, the wealth of which is 
not to be obtained without labour — a mine rich in gold and precious things, but it must be 
wrought day and night in order to produce them. 

No, 9. He who cannot find time to consult his Bible, will find one day that he has 
time to be sick ; he who has no time to pray, must find time to die ; he who can find no 
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time to reflect, is most likely to find time to sin ; he who cannot find time for repentance, 
will find an eternity in which repentance will be of no avail 

No. 10. When the arrival of the first cart-load of Bibles, sent into Wales in 1816 by the 
British and Foreign Bible Society, was announced, the Welsh peasants went out in crowds to 
meet it ; welcomed it as the Israelites did the Ark of old, drew it into the town, and eagerly 
carried off every copy. Young people spent the whole night reading it ; labourers carried 
it with them into the fields, that when they rested they might look over its pages. 

Those who despise or neglect the Bible, who have it and seldom open it, let them think 
over this, and no more slumber over their Bibles, or lay them aside in weariness or apathy. 

No. 11. God's Word is like God's world — ^varied, very rich, very beautiful. You never 
know when you have exhausted all its secrets. The Bible, like Nature, has something for 
every class of mind. Look at the Bible in a new light, and straightway you see some 
new charm. 

No. 12. "I heard of one who, returning from an affecting sermon, highly commended it 
to some, and being demanded what he remembered of it, answered, * Truly, 1 remember 
nothing at all ; but only while I heard it, it made me resolve to live better, and so by God's 
grace I will.' 

" To the same purpose is the story of one who complained to an aged holy man that he 
was much discouraged from reading the Scriptures, because he could fasten nothing on his 
memory that he had read. 

"The old man bade him take an earthen pitcher and fill it with water; when he had done 
it, he bade him empty it again, and wipe it clean that nothing should remain in it ; which 
when the other had done, and wondered to what this tended, *Now,' said he, 'though there 
be nothing of the water remaining in it, yet the pitcher is cleaner than it was before ; so, 
though the memory retain nothing of the Word thou readest, yet thy heart is the cleaner for 
its very passage through.' " — Bp. Hopkins. 

No. 13. When Archbishop Cranmer's edition of the Bible was printed in 1538, and 
fixed to a desk in all parochial Churches, the ardour with which men flocked to read it was 
incredible. They who could, procured it ; they who could not, crowded to read it, or to 
hear it read in Churches, where it was common to see little assemblies of mechanics meeting 
together for that purpose after the labour of the day. Many even learned to read in their 
old age, that they might have the pleasure of searching the Scriptures for themselves. 
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No. 14. A Jew one day entered the house of a rich man in Paris. He saw a book 
handsomely bound and clasped with silver lying on the table. He stole it for the sake of 
the clasps, which he sold. He then offered the book itself for sale ; but the price was so 
small, that he refused it. Some time afterwards, he became curious to know what was in the 
book, and began to read it. The book was the Bible ; and the truth about Jesus arrested 
his attention. He read on, the veil of unbelief was removed, and he became persuaded 
that Jesus is the very Christ. 

No. 15. Christmas. — "He that, as Job saith, taketh the vast body of the sea, turns it 
to and fro as a little child, and rolls it about with the swaddling bands of darkness ; He to 
lie there, the Lord of glory, without all glory. Instead of a palace, a poor stable ; of a cradle 
of state, a beast's cratch ; no pillow, but a lock of hay ; no hangings, but dust and cobweb. 
Christ, though as yet He cannot speak, yet out of His crib, as a pulpit, this day preaches to 
us, and His theme is * Learn of Me, for I am humble.' This is the * proecipe of the prcesepe,* 
as I may call it, the lesson of Christ's cratch." — Bishop Andrewes. 

" He that binds all things with His Word, makes them up in His wisdom, and wraps them 
in the mantle of His protection, was content to be bound up as a Child, when He was a Child; 
as if He had wholly laid aside His power, humbled Himself to be under the power and dis- 
cretion of a simple woman, nurse and mother. 

" To teach us again the humility of a child, to behave ourselves in every condition, and 
submit in it, as it requires." — Dr. Mark Frank, 1641. 

No. 16. Readiness. — The 19th May, 1780, was a dark one in Connecticut. Candles 
were lighted in the houses, the birds were silent, domestic fowls retired to roost, all nature 
seemed hushed, and the people generally were impressed with the feeling that the day of 
Judgment was at hand. This opinion was even entertained by the legislature, then sitting 
at Hartford. The House of Representatives adjourned ; the Council proposed to follow the 
example. Col. Davenport objected: "The Day of Judgment," said he, **is either approaching, 
or it is not. If it is not, there is no cause for an adjournment ; if it is, I would choose to 
be found doing my duty." 

No. 17. Getting Ready.— " Mother," said a child, "my teacher tells me that this 
world is only a place in which God lets us live a little while, that we may prepare for a better 
world ; but, mother, I don't see anybody preparing. I see you preparing to go into the 
country, and Auntie is preparing to come here ; but I don't see anyone preparing to go to 
Heaven. If everybody wants to go there, why dorCt they try to get ready ? " 
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No. 18- " To thousands this is no fiction (the end of the world), no illusion of an 
overheated imagination. To-day, to-morrow, every day, to thousands, the end of the world 
is close at hand. And why should we fear it ? We walk here, as it were, in the crypts of 
life ; at times, from the great cathedral above us, we can hear the organ and the chanting of 
the choir ; we see the light stream through the open door, when some friend goes up before 
us ; and shall we fear to mount the narrow staircase of the grave, that leads us out of this 
uncertain twilight into the serene mansions of the life, eternal ? " — Longfellow. 

No. 19. Uncertainty of Life. — In former times it was a custom to put inscriptions 

on the front of houses. On one between Walsall and Tretsey, in Cheshire, built in 1636, 

was the following. " Fleres si scires unum tua tempora mensem ; ride cum non scis si sit 

forsitan una dies.'' 

"JFour weeks of life remain to thee, O man ! " 

He shrinks with horror and begins to amend. 

" Shall one more day be added to thy span ? " 

Gaily he laughs, and hurries to his end. 

You would weep if you knew that your life would last but for a month, yet you laugh, 
while you know not but that it may be but for one day. 

No. 20. A New Year's Petition. 

O that my eyes might closed be 

To what becomes me not to see 1 

That deafness might possess my ear 

To what concerns me not to hear ! 

That truth my tongue might always tie 

From ever speaking foolishly ! 

That no vain thought might ever rest 

Or be conceived in my breast ! 

That by each word, each deed, each thought, 

Glory may to my God be brought ! 

But what are wishes ? Lord, my eye 

On Thee is fixed ; to Thee I cry ; 

O purge out all my dross, my sin, 

Make me more white than snow within. 

Wash, Lord, and purify my heart. 

And make it clean in every part ; 

And when 'tis clean, Lord, keep it so, 

For this is more than I can do. 
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No. 21* Success. — God does not work miracles to sanctify laziness ; success is generally 
in true proportion to the labour bestowed. 

The farmer who prays for a crop, but never ploughs his fields, when the time of harvest 
comes, will find the barn-yard empty. 

The man who cries to God for his daily bread, but refuses to work for it, will probably 
die of hunger. 

A man to succeed must be diligent in business, but an honest trader may ask and hope 
for Heaven's blessing. ** Heaven does truly help those who try to help themselves." 

Real prosperity is not to be estimated by large estates or great wealth. " It is the blessing 
of the Lord that maketh rich." This gives earth's possessions their true value, and makes 
the little that the righteous hath better than great riches of the ungodly. 

To say you have " gained the world," is very often another way of saying, " the world has 
gained you." 

It is not what a man has, but what he is, that makes him prosperous, happy. True is it, 
a man's life consisteth not in the abundance of the things that he possesseth. 

No. 22. Friends. — "Friendship improves happiness, and abates misery, by the 
doubling of our joy, and the dividing of our grief." — Cicero. 

No, 23. " I have lived my life, and that which I have done 

May He withm Himself make pure ; but thou. 
If thou should'st never see my face again. 
Pray for my soul. . . . More things are wrought by prayer 
Than the world dreams of, wherefore let thy voice 
Rise like a fountain for me night and day. 
For what are men better .... 

If, knowing God, they lift not hands of prayer 
Both for themselves and those who call them friend ? 
For so the whole round world is every way 
Bound by gold chains about the feet of God." 

— Tennyson, ^^ Passing of Arthu ''.'^ 

No. 24, **A friend loveth at all times, and a brother is born for adversity." 

Prov. xvii. 17. 

No. 25. "A brother may not always be a friend, but a friend ever makes a brother, 
and more.'* — Jer. Taylor. 
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No. 26. There was one who fell into the hands of the Cherokees, and was condemned 
to die. In the tribe was a Chief who had been his friend. As the executioners approached, 
he threw himself upon the white man, and cried, **This man is my friend; before you can 
strike him, you must kill me." The intended victim was saved. 

No. 27 The Stars. — " Look up and behold the eternal fields of light that lie round 
about the throne of God. Had no star ever appeared in the heavens, to man there would 
have been no heavens ; and he would have laid himself down to his last sleep in a spirit of 
anguish, as upon a gloomy earth, vaulted over by a material arch — solid and impervious." 

— Carlyle. 

The Sun. — 887,000 miles diameter; 1,400,000 times larger than earth; from which it is 
distant 90,000,000 miles; turns on axis in 25 J days. 

The Moon. — 2,155 miles diameter ; ^th part of earth in bulk ; distant 239,000 miles. 

The Stars. — Number incalculable; about 2,000 visible to eye on a clear night. The 
nearest fixed star distant 19 billions miles from earth; and supposed to be half as large again 
as the sun. 

Herschel calculated that in 15 minutes 16,000 stars crossed the field of his telescope when 
directed towards the Milky Way. 

It is reckoned that some of the stars seen with Lord Rosse's telescope, shine from such an 
enormous distance, that a ray of light takes upwards of 50,000 years to reach this earth. 

Think for a moment of the flight of rays of light from a star at this distance, on one side 
of the universe, to another as far off on the opposite side. For 100,000 years the light speeds 
on, at the rate of 200,000 miles in every second of time, past stars and worlds and planets, 
and still far away on every hand are stars and systems which it never so much as approaches. 

No. 28. The Child Jesus Sought of His Parents. — They travelled "a day's 
journey " without knowing He was not with them, making no great enquiry for Him till the 
close of the day. 

Certain writers and critics say it is so improbable and unnatural as to throw discredit on 
the truth of the whole narrative. 

But though an ordinary " day's journey " in the East (8 hours, 3 miles an hour) is about 
25 miles, it is invariably the custom to go only 6 or 8 miles on the first day ; and to camp 
for the night almost within view of the starting place, and the very reason given by Orientals 
is, that by so doing, opportunity is given to return to the city if anything has been forgotten. 
This custom has prevailed firom earliest times, and explains how, if the "Holy Family" 
stopped at the close of the first day's journey, only three hours' march from Jerusalem, 
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at El-Bireh, tradition says, His parents would be able to return to the city, seeking the 
Child Jesus. 

After Three Days. — Some think three days from starting from Jerusalem, i>., the day's 
march, the day's return, the day of searching ; others think the three days were spent in 
searching ; and others calculate from the discovery of the loss. 

No, 29. Asking Questions. — " It was the custom in the Jewish schools for the 
scholars to ask questions of their teachers, and a great part of the Rabbinical books consists 
of the answers of the Rabbis to such questions." — Alford. 

No. 30. Christ with the Believer in Danger. — «*The touching answer of the 
Christian sailor, when asked why he remained so calm in a fearful storm, when the sea 
seemed ready to devour the ship. He was not sure that he could swim, but he said, 'Though 
I sink I shall only drop into the hollow of my Father's hand : for He holds all these waters 
there.' " — Arnot. 

No. 31. The Enemy Sowing Tares. — "See that lurking villain watching for the time 
when his neighbour shall plough his field ; he carefully notes when the work is finished, and 
goes the night following and casts in what the natives call pandinellu, i.e.y pig paddy ; this 
being of rapid growth springs up before the good seed, and scatters itself before the other 
can be reaped, so that the owner of the field will be years trying to get rid of the weed. 

"Another noisome plant, which these wretched men cast into the ground of those they 
hate, is called perum-pirandi, and it is more destructive to vegetation than any other plant. 
•Has a man purchased a field out of the hands of another?* the offended says, *I will plant 
the perum-pirandi in his grounds'." — Roberts' Oriental Illustrations. 

No. 32. Tares and Wheat. — Much alike, cf. the Shepherd of Hermes. " The seer 
is shown, in the first similitude, a number of trees, all which, while it is winter, are alike 
without their leaves, and seeming therefore to him all alike dead ; and he is told that as the 
dry and the green trees are not distinguishable from one another in the winter, while all 
alike are leafless and bare, so neither in the present age are the just from the sinners. 

•*In the second, he is again shown the trees, but now some of them are putting forth leaves, 
while others are still remaining bare. Thus shall it be in the future age, which for the just 
shall be a summer, and they shall be declared openly, while their hidden life shall then 
manifest itself; but for sinners it shall still be winter, and they, remaining without leaf or fruit, 
shall, as dry wood, be cut down for the burning." — ^Trench's Parables. 
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No. 33, Affliction. — "As frankincense, when it is put into the fire, giveth the greater 
perfume ; or as spice, if it be pounded and beaten, smelleth the sweeter ; as the earth, 
when it is torn up with the plough, becometh more fruitful ; the seed in the ground, after frost 
and snow and winter storms, springeth the ranker ; the nigher the vine is pruned to the stock, 
the greater grape it yieldeth ; the grape, when it is most pressed and beaten, maketh the 
sweetest wine ; linen, when it is washed and wrung and beaten, is so made fairer and whiter ; 
even so the children of God receive great benefit by persecution, for by it God washeth and 
scoureth, schooleth and nurtureth them, that so through many tribulations they may enter 
to their rest." — The Storehouse of Similes, 1609. 

No. 34. David Rittenhouse, of Pennsylvania, was a great astronomer ; skilful in measur- 
ing the planets, and calculating the position of the stars. 

He found that such is the distance of the stars, a silk thread stretched across the glass of 
his telescope would entirely cover a star ; and that the smallest fibre, placed across the same 
glass, >vould cover so much of the heavens, that the star, if a small one and near the pole, 
would remain obscured behind it several seconds. 

In this way a silk fibre appeared to be larger in diameter than a star. 

There are many who have a small something to spoil their vision and prevent their looking 
to Him Who is the Bright and Morning Star. 

No. 35. Racing for a Crown. — ** In the year 776, on the death of Premislaus, or 
Lescus I., King of Poland, the people, to determine who should succeed, appointed a race, 
and declared whoever won it should be King. On this, one of the candidates secretly strewed 
iron hooks in certain parts of the course, by which, on the day of competition, the horses 
of all the other candidates were lamed, while he, knowing how to avoid them, came first 
to the goal. 

** The fraud, however, being discovered, he was killed on the spot ; and a poor fellow 
named Lescus, who had run the race on foot, being next to the imposter, the people saluted 
him Prince. 

** It is said that he always kept his mean clothes to remind him of his humble origin." 

— Percy Anecdotes. 

No. 36. A lady, in a dream, wandered round Heaven, lost in contemplation of its glories, 
and came at last to the crown room. Among the crowns she saw one exceedingly beautifuL 
"For whom is this ? " " It was intended for you," said the attendant angel, "but you did not 
labour for it, and now another will wear it." 
M 
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No. 37. The prize in the Olympic games, sacred to Jupiter, was of wild olive 

„ Pythian „ „ Apollo, „ laurel. 

„ Isthmian ,| i, „ ,, pines. 

„ Nemsean », „ „ „ parsley. 

" The only prize was a garland ; but this was valued as one of the dearest distinctions in 
life. I'o have his name proclaimed as victor before assembled Hellas was an object of 
ambition with the noblest and wealthiest of the Greeks. 

** Such a person was considered to have conferred everlasting glory upon his family and his 
country, and was rewarded by his fellow citizens wit'i distinguished honours. 

** His statue was generally erected in the Altis or Sacred Grove of Jove in Olympia ; and 
on his return home, he entered his native city in a triumphal procession, in which his praises 
were sung, frequently in the loftiest strains of poetry. 

"He also received still more substantial rewards. He was generally relieved from the 
payment of taxes, and had a right to the front seat at all public games and spectacles. 

" An Athenian victor in the Olympian games received, in accordance with one of Solon's 
laws, a prize of 500 drachmas, and a right to a place at the table of the magistrates in the 
Prytaneum, or town-hall ; and a Spartan conqueror had the privilege of fighting on the field 
of battle near the person of the King." — Dr. W. Smith. 



No. 38. "He alone is never brought down in things unlawful, who is careful to restrain 
himself at times even from things lawful." — S. Gregory. 



No. 39. "Right on, O Lord, across life's troubled sea, 

Straight to Heaven's shore, 
Where we shall weep no more, 
Looking right on to Thee. 

Fain would I turn aside for one brief hour ; 
Keep Thou my sails 
Free from earth's threatening gales, 

By Thine Almighty power. 

Help me to look straight on (or I must fail) 
Through the dark night, 
With the shore out of sight, 

Lef4 Satan then prevail. 
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Soon in the haven of Heaven's glorious rest, 

With sails unfurled. 

Out of the foeman's range. 
Safe from his keen shafts hurled, 

I shall no longer need to look straight on^ 

Free, then, my sight ; 

No evil thing can dwell 

Where God alone is Light." 

— Bright Thoughts for the Morning. 



No. 40. The Sower. — "Dean Stanley relates how, standing on the lake shore of 
Gennesareth, there suddenly rose before his eyes the very scene itself, so clear, so distinct, 
that no parable ever seemed more brought home to him. There was the field sloping up 
from the shore of the lake ; there was the pathway trodden down by the passers by ; and 
there, at another part, was the undulating waving grain, where was the good seed bringing 
forth its good fruit to perfection. There were the large bushes of thorns — the * nabk,' that 
kind of which, tradition says, the crown of thorns was woven— springing up, like the fruit 
trees of the more inland parts, in the very midst of the waving wheat 

*'And then we can go back in thought, mingling with the much people, the working men, 
the fishermen of Galilee, and watch the lips of the speaker, and heat His gracious words ; 
and there rises before the mind's eye a grand and holy vision of Him Who was the Master 
and Proprietor of the great universe of the world entering in amongst His own created things ; 
He Who was Teacher, dealing out of His rich treasury that was all around Him, and over 
which He was claiming Lordship as the Son of Man, treasures new and old." — T. J. Rowsell. 



No. 41. Religion sometimes runs into stalk and blade, into leaves and suckers, instead 
of fruit. 

No. 42. Lent. — "To turn first ; and secondly, to God; thirdly, to God with the heart; 
and fourthly, with the whole heart 

"Then the manner of these four: i. Fasting; ii. Weeping; iii Mourning; iv. And a rent 
heart Of which the two former are the body's task, * fasting and weeping *; the two latter, 
the soul's, 'mourning and rending the heart.' The former, 'mourning,' the affection of 
sorrow ; the latter, * rending,' from anger or indignation, of both which affections, repentance 
is compound, and not of either alone." — Bishop Andrewes. 
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No. 43. "The devil held a great anniversary, at which his angels and ministers were 
convened to report the results of their several missions. * I let loose the wild beasts of the 
desert,' said one, * on a caravan of Christians, and their bones are now bleaching on the sands.' 

"'What of that? 'said the arch fiend, * their souls were all saved.' *I drove the East 
wind,* said another, * against a ship freighted with Christians, and they were all drowned.' 

" ' What of that ? ' replied he again, * their souls were all saved.' ' For ten years I tried to 
get a single Christian asleep/ said a third, * and at last I succeeded, and left him so.* Then 
the devil shouted, and the night stars of hell sang for joy." — Luther. 

No. 44. " By silken cords bound down to earth, 

No room to spread the soul's brave wings, 

They crushed and useless lie, 
Till the great God Who gave them birth. 
With sharp-edged pain deliverance brings, 
Then swift I soar on high. 

Higher and higher still I rise. 

Each day renewed with eagle's strength^ 

And nearer to the light ; 
Through the dark clouds with straining eyes, 
The glorious * golden gates ' at length 
Dawn on my eager sight." 

— Bright Thoughts for the Morning. 

No. 45, Take an example of this. " He was with the wild beasts " " Neither of the 
other Evangelists have noticed this ; yet it is a characteristic feature of the transaction, and 
gives another touch of perfectness to the parallel between the temptation of the first Adam, 
and that of the Second. Adam, in his innocency, was among the wild beasts, and they did 
not hurt ; Christ, in His innocency, was among them, and they molested Him not Perhaps, 
as with the prophet in the den of lions, angels were sent to shut the mouths of these wild 
beasts ; for herein does the notice of S. Mark contain another particular, not apparent, at all 
events, in the other narratives, that angels were with our Lord all the time, even as Satan in 
one way or another was tempting Him all the time." — Rkv. Daniel Moore. 

No. 46, Temptation. — " Every man " (says a Turkish dervise in his a.legory) "has two 
angels, one on the right shoulder, and another on his left. V\ L^n he does anything good, the 
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angel on the right shoulder writes it down and seals it, because what is done, is done for ever. 
When he does evil, the angel on the left shoulder writes it down. He waits till midnight— 
if before that time the man bows down his head, and exclaims, ^Gracious Allah ! I have sinned, 
forgive me I ' the angel rubs it out, and if not, at midnight he seals it, and the angel upon the 
right shoulder weeps." 

No. 47. There are two great proverbs, one among the. Turks, and the other among the 
Spaniards, both of which contain much that is true. "A busy man is troubled with one devil; 
but the idle man with a thousand." " Men are usually tempted by the devil ; but the idle 
man positively tempts the devil." How much corrupting company, how many temptations to 
do wrong, how many seasons of danger to your character, and danger to the peace of ) our 
friends, may you escape by regarding the admonition, " Resist the devil, and he shall flee 
from you." 

No, 48. " A gilt object may appear as well as a gold one, until it is tried in the fire ; 
and it is the furnace of temptation that proves of what metals we are made."— A. L O. E. 

No. 49. " A lake looks clear and pure while perfectly still ; the oar^ which stirs up the 
sand from below, is not the cause of the sand being there ; it lay in the depths before, like 
evil in the depths of the heart." — A. L. O. E. 

An old proverb says, " It is easy to keep the castle that was never besieged." 

No. 50. A great King once required a charioteer. Many candidates sought this honour; 
one by one they were introduced into the royal presence. He enquired of the first, " If you 
were driving my chariot near a precipice, how near could you steer the chariot wheels without 
falling over ?" The man replied that he could drive within two feet of the precipice, and not 
go over. Another was interrogated likewise, and he replied that he could safely drive the 
chariot within one foot of the brink, and not go over. A third was in like manner questioned, 
and replied that he could safely come within half-a-foot, or a few inches, and yet be safe. 
Whereupon a fourth being inquired of, at once replied, ** How near ? If I am engaged as your 
charioteer, I should consider it my duty to keep as far off as possible from the precipice." 

The last was the best and safest hand, and as such he was instantly engaged. And even 
so saith the Scripture, " Abstain from all appearance of evil." 

No. 51. John Newton says, "Satan seldom comes to Christians with great temptations, 
or with a temptation to commit a great sin." 
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You bring a green log and a candle together, and they are very safe neighbours, but bring 
a few shavings and set them alight, and then bring a few small sticks, and let them take fire, 
and the log be in the midst of them, and you will soon get rid of your log. And so it is with 
little sins. You will be startled with the idea of committing a great sin, and so the devil 
brings you a little temptation, and leaves you to indulge yourself. "There is no harm in this," 
" No great peril in that," and so by these little chips we are first easily lighted up, and at last 
the green log is burned. 

No. 52, Answer to Prayer. — I have asked for something I thought needful. No 
answer came (perhaps forgotten, or would not bestow it). Why need I worry ? If it were 
really necessary, God would quickly give me the means to obtain it. 

The echo of Christ's own words, " Your Heavenly Father knoweth that ye have need of 
all these things." 

No. 53. *' He who prays as he ought, will endeavour to live as he prays; and He who 
can live in sin, and abide in the ordinary duties of prayer, never prays as he ought." — Owen. 

No. 54. ** Each wish to pray is a breath from Heaven to strengthen and refresh us ; 
each act of faith done to amend our prayers is wrought in us by Him, and draws us to Him, 
and His gracious look on us. Each amends our prayers, and our amended prayers are His 
gifts to amend our lives, and so we may go on, in slow, it may be through our manifold 
temptations, yet ceaseless progress, until we find in His gracious and merciful presence the 
end of our prayers, our faith, our hopes, our lives." — Pusey. 

No. 55. Prayer. — " Even the heathens knew what Prayer was. Pericles, the great 
Athenian statesman, so renowned for the power of his intellect, never began to address an 
audience without first praying to the gods. Cornelius Scipio, the great Roman general, when 
once he had assumed the toga, never undertook any affair of importance without having 
passed some time alone in the temple of Jupiter Capitolinus. 'The best and noblest action,' 
says Plato, * which a virtuous man can perform, and that which will most promote his success 
in life, is to live, by vows and prayers, in continual intercourse with the gods ; nay, all who 
would act with due consideration ought, before begmning any undertaking, whether great or 
small, to invoke God.' " — Luthardt. 

No. 56. Hypocrites signify men wearing masks, as the stage-players did ; seeming to 
be what they really were not. The practice of praying in the streets may yet be traced in 
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different nations. " Such Turks," says Hill, "as at common hours of prayer are on the road, 
or, unable to attend the Mosques, are still obliged to execute that duty, nor are they known 
to fail, however employed, but pray immediately where they chance to be." When the 
Mosque bell rings the Turk spreads his handkerchief on the ground, seats himself cross-legged 
upon it, and says his prayers, though in the open market, which, having ended, he leaps 
briskly up and proceeds his business. 

No. 57- Lord Ashley, before he charged at the battle of Edge Hill, made this short 
prayer : ** O Lord, Thou knowest how busy I must be this day, if I forget Thee, do not Thou 
forget me." 

No. 58. Forgiveness. — "Of all who sought to Christ, this woman was the only sinner 
that for sin only, and for no bodily grief or malady at all, sued and sought to Him. And, 
seeking by all means to express her * much love for much forgiveness/ nothing she had was 
too dear. Judas spake against the waste, yet for all he wasted his Master's goods. 

** The case is like when they that waste many pounds complain of that penny waste which 
is done on Christ's Body the Church. But ' Go and do thou likewise,* may be written on 
her box." — Bishop Andrewes. 

No. 59. Discipline. — ^The stones from the wall said, "We come from the mountains 
far away, from the sides of the craggy hills. Fire and water worked on us for ages, but only 
made us crags. Human hands have made us into a dwelling where the children of your 
immortal race are born, and suffer, and rejoice, and find rest and shelter, and learn the lessons 
set them by our Maker and yours. But we have passed through much to fit us for this, 
gunpowder has rent our very heart ; pickaxes have cleaved and broken us ; it seemed to us 
often without design or meaning, as we lay mis-shapen stones in the quarry ; but gradually we 
\^e:e cut into blocks, and some of us were chiselled with finer instruments to a sharper edge. 
But we are complete now, and are in our places, and are of service. You are in the quarry 
still, and not complete, and therefore to you, as once to us, much is inexplicable. But you 
are destined for a higher building, and one day you will be placed in it by hands not human ; 
a living stone in a Heavenly Temple." — Parables in Household Things. 

No. 60. When God sends storms upon men, they must imitate the humble grass, which 
saves itself by lying down. 

No. 61. Seneca says, that no evil propensity of the human heart is so powerful that it 
may not be subdued by discipline. 
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No. 62. Satan gives us pleasant entrances into his ways, and reserves the bitterness 
for the end. God inures us to our worst at first, and sweetens our conclusion with pleasure. 

No. 63. "We are tried by our disappointments, we are tried by our successes. God 
heaps mercies upon men, and then takes them all away. He blesses, enriches, and establishes 
men, and then shuts them up, impoverishes, and subverts them. The whole train of the 
dealings of God with them in respect of the providential ordering of their affairs, is either to 
break the hold of this earth upon the human soul, through its senses and passions, or else to 
inspire its religious faculties to take hold upon God and eternity. This is the secret of the 
whole round of unspeakable and so-called mysterious providences of God toward man ; un- 
speakable and mysterious because God is acting in one way and they are acting in another." 

— Beecher. 

No. 64, Palm Sunday. — " See how the Eternal Father honours His Son with true 
honours, and true praises. For even as when at His first entrance into the world, being born 
in poverty, He sent an army of angels to celebrate His entrance, singing, 'Glory to God in the 
highest, and on earth peace,' so now, entering Jerusalem, poor and meek, upon an ass, the 
same Eternal Father raised up an army of men and innocent children to celebrate His 
entrance with the selfsame spirit as did the angels. Then the angels asked peace on earth 
from men to God, and here these Hebrews asked peace in Heaven from God to man." 

— Da Ponto. 
No. 65. Opportunities. — 

" Where are thy moments ? Dost thou let them run 
Unheeded through Time's glass ? Is thy work done ? 
Hast thou no duties unfulfilled ? Not one 

That needs completion ? 
Thou wouldst not cast thy money to the ground ; 
Or, if thou didst, perchance it might be found 
By one who, schooled in poverty's harsh round, 
Knew not repletion. 

But thy time lost, is lost to all and thee, 

Swiftly 'tis added to Eternity, 

And for it answerable thou must be ; 

So have a care. 
Gather thy moments, lest they swell to hours ; 
Stir up thy youthful and still dormant powers ; 
Now only canst thou plant Heaven's fadeless flowers, 

Therefore beware." — Bright Thoughts for the Morning. 
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No. 66, Self-Sacrifice. — " Self-denial, for the sake of self-denial, does no good ; self- 
sacrifice, for its own sake, is no religious act at all. To bear pain, for the sake of bearing it, 
has in it no moral quality at all, but to bear it, rather than surrender truth, or in order to 
save another, is positive enjoyment, as well as ennobling to the soul. Did you ever receive 
even a blow meant for another in order to shield that other ? Do you not know that there 
was actual pleasure in the keen pain, far beyond the most rapturous thrill of nerve which could 
be gained from pleasure in the midst of painlessness ? Self-sacrifice means * Let me suffer for 
him.' " — F. Robertson. 

No. 67. Heroism. Self-Sacrifice. — In the South African War of 1881, during an 
engagement with the Boers at the Majuba Mountain, Lance-Corporal Fanner, of the Army 
Hospital Corps, displayed a spirit of bravery and self-devotion, which gained for him the 
Victoria Cross and a place on the roll of his country's heroes. It was on the 27th of Feb., 
1 88 1, when the Boers closed with the British troops near the wells, that Corporal Farmer held 
a white flag over the wounded, and when the arm holding the flag was shot through, he called 
out that he had " another." 

He then raised the flag with the other arm, and continued to hold it until that also w.is 
pierced with a bullet. 

No. 68. Self-Sacrifice. — ^Touching picture of Sedan, when a soldier, himself wounded, 
attracted by the cries of a dying comrade, calling piteously for a drop of water, turned aside 
to give it to him, and while putting the flask to the dying man's lips, a bursting shell destroyed 
them both. 

No, 69. He Died for Me. — In the soldiers* burial ground at Nashville a man was 
planting a flower over one of the graves ; a stranger asked his story. 

"I was poor, and had a large family depending on me for daily bread, but the war continued 
and I was drafted ; unable to find a substitute I made up my mind, got everything in readiness, 
and was just leaving to report myself for duty at the Conscript Camp, when a young man 
whom I had known came to me, and said, * You have a large family, and your wife cannot 
support them while you are gone, I will go for you.' In the battle of Chickamanga he was 
dangerously wounded, and taken to hospital at Nashville, lingering there a little while, he died. 
Ever since I heard of it, I have wanted to come to see his grave was properly tended, it was 
only yesterday that I had saved money enough, and I came, and have found his grave." As 
he ended he fixed a small board at the head of the grave ; it bore only the words, " He 
died for me." 

N 
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No. 70. The Rothesay was wrecked in a cyclone in the Indian Ocean. The pilot, Paul 
Elson, got together a few volunteers, and rigged up a raft. Thirteen only of the crew got on 
to it ; the rest were frantic with terror — some praying, some drunk, others raving, and a few 
lashed to the sinking vessel. Elson was the last to leave the ship, leaping overboard, he swam 
to the raft, cut the hawser that held it. 

Within an hour the doomed ship heeled over, and with one fearful lurch went down head 
first. All that day and through the night the raft drifted, heavy seas breaking over it, " we 
were up to the neck in water," relates the one survivor. 

All that night, however, Elson, who was a powerful swimmer, swam round and round the 
raft, lashing her together and strengthening her as best he could. Every now and again the 
furious breakers washed a man off; and then the brave pilot, who had the heart of a woman 
and the strength of a giant, would strike out towards him, and carry the drowning one back. 

At last it became certain that the raft must be broken up, and that a second and smaller 
one must be made. This, too, the pilot effected almost single-handed. Elson and three 
other men took to the smaller, while the large raft floated away into the night, and on it a poor 
native boy, Paul Elson's servant ; of whom, hitherto, in the midst of all his terrible toil, the 
brave pilot had never once lost sight. " He kept near him, tended him like a mother her 
child, and he gave him their last supply of drinkable water." 

The vessel had sunk on the 29th July, it was now the 2nd Aug., the raft drifting under a 
raging tropical sun ; for three days there had been no food or water ; worse than this, the frail 
support itself began to break up, and Paul Elson became much exhausted with swimming 
about in the heavy surf. The end could not be far off. First one of the men was washed 
away, then another, until Elson and the Scotchman who tells the story were the sole survivors. 
" Pilot," said I, so runs his tale, " we must fight it through." " Oh ! Eraser," cried he, " I 
can't hold out any longer." Then a heavy sea broke over us and knocked him off, I found I 
had no strength to drag him back, and was forced to let go. So the story of Paul Elson's 
sacrifice ends ; but his name still lives to light us on the way. 

No, 71. In one of the wars in Germany, a captain of Cavalry was ordered out on a 
foragmg party. He put himself at the head of his troops, and marched to the quarter assigned 
him. It was a solitary valley, in which hardly anything but woods could be seen. In the 
midst of it stood a little cottage, and perceiving it he went up and knocked at the door ; an 
ancient Hernhutter, with a beard silvered with age, came out. " Father," said the officer, "shew 
me a field where I can set my troops a foraging." " Presently," replied the Hernhutter. The 
good man walked before, and conducted them out of the valley. After a quarter of an hour's 
march they found a fine field of barley. " T-his is the very thing we want," said the captain. 
" Have patience for a few minutes," replied the guide, " you shall be satisfied." 
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They went on, and at a distance of a quarter of a league further they arrived at anotiier 
field of barley. The troop immediately dismounted, cut down the grain, trussed it up, and 
re-mounted. The officer then said to his conductor, " Father, you have given yourself and us 
unnecessary trouble ; the first field was much better than this." " Very true, sir," replied the 
old man, "but it was not mine." 

No. 72. Two of us picked up a man in our arms to carry him off the field. A shell had 
struck him in the mouth, leaving an awful wound, which was bleeding profusely. I offered 
the poor fellow a drink from my tin cup — & bright, new one. One would not have guessed 
that he could have had any thoughts beyond his pain, and it is well known that the first 
sensation after such a wound is one of intense thirst ; yet he refused the proffered draught, 
and I asked why. "My mouth's all bloody, sir, and it might make the cup bad for the others." 

He was "only a private;" rough, and covered with the dust of battle, but such words, hke 
those of Sir Philip Sidney, deserve to be immortal. 

No. 73. Suffering as the World Judges It. — "It is well for the sorrowful that 
there is one Comforter Who sees them as they are, for how often do the best human comforters 
make mistakes. 

" It is natural that our sympathy should be drawn out by means of a fresh sorrow ; but it is 
not so easy to realise, where we cannot see, the pangs of after years. 

"We imagine grief as a sudden, terrible agony, when it may be rather a long, ever-deepening 
shadow. For the heaviest griefs are not those which strike instantaneously, like some sudden 
shock, to the very centre of a sensitive frame, so that if the sufferer sink he dies, but if he 
recover, he may be as before. They are more like the losing of a limb. Opiates may deaden 
all sense of pain, and even the worst agony of the knife can be but short ; but the days go on, 
and the anguish subsides, and the fever throbbing is still, and friends smile, and say, *the 
worst is over, he will recover now.* 

"And perhaps the sufferer himself hardly knows his loss, and at length he rises from his 
sick bed, and moves about as before, and then it is that the worst is not over, but all to come. 

"Then he begins to realise for the first time what it is to be maimed or blind for the rest 
of life. 

" The wound may cease to smart, and the very scar wear away, but the strong right hand 
or leg will be missing, the light of the eye darkened for evermore, and life can never, never 
more be what it has been. 

"And shall we then withhold our sympathy, and forget that the man has any calamity to 
bear ? Yet we do this in the case of thousands whose inner wound is far deeper and more 
incurable." — R. D. 
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No. 74. "As under every stone there is moisture, so under every sorrow there is joy; 
and when we come to understand life rightly, we see that sorrow is after all but the minister 
of joy. We dig into the bosom of sorrow, to find the gold and precious stones of joy. Sorrow 
is a condition of time ; but joy is the condition of eternity. All sorrow lies in exile from God; 
and all joy lies in union with Him. In Heaven joy will cast out sorrow, whereas there is not 
a lot on earth from which sorrow has been able altogether to banish joy." — Faber. 

No. 75. The Cross. — Though no one shared the death of the Cross, yet one did 
carry the Cross for Christ. 

His the work of Redemption, His alone, yet His followers everywhere may, must carry 
the Cross. " He that taketh not up his Cross, and followeth after Me, is not worthy of Me." 

In S. Simon's carrying of the Cross, there is the picture of what Christians must do to the 
end of time, and one thought may well comfort us under all, it is Christ's Cross we carry 

No. 76. "Any self-denial, however simple, done for the love of your Redeemer, is 
accepted by Him as a bearing of His Cross." — Pusey. 

No. 77. " Some Crosses, from our very childhood, God has in His goodness provided 
for us, that in them we may learn what of ourselves we should have had no courage to begin. 
We speak of the * Cresses * of daily life, and forget that our very language is a witness against 
us, how meekly we ought to bear them in the blessed steps of our Holy Lord ; how in * every 
Cross and care ' we ought, not to acquiesce simply, but to take them cheerful and joyfully. 

" To those who are yet young, every contradiction of their will . • . is a touch of their 
Saviour's Cross." — Pusey. 

No. 78. ** Is it not strange .... 

That to the Cross the mourner's eye should turn 
Sooner than where the stars of Christmas burn ? " 

— Keble, Christian Year. (Good Friday.) 

No. 79- "'Bitter herbs of earth' (Christian Year, Good Friday), indeed are disappoint- 
ments and slights and vexings of heart ; things that go wrong and leave us baffled, hopeless, 
and spiritless. But look to the Cross ; there hangs infinite sense of rejection, of repulse, of 
scorning; infinite brokenness and spiritlessness of heart; yet, with it, unwearied patience^ 
inexhaustible love." — ^1'racts for Christian Seasons. 
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No. 80- Without the cross piece, the upright shaft is not a Cross, only when the cross 
piece is added, is a Cross formed. 

Emblem of every trial, which here we call a Cross. The long shaft is God's Will, our will, 
which always desires to cross His Will, forms the cross piece. 

Each Cross we are called upon to bear, take from it the cross piece, ue,^ our will, it will no 
longer prove a Cross, or even a trial. 

No. 81. "If I have no Cross to bear to-day, I shall not advance Heavenwards. To 
have no Cross, to lie quietly on a bed of down, may seem a very sweet existence, but pleasant 
ease and rest are not the lot of a Christian. 

" Alas I for those who have no daily Cross 1 What will be my Cross to-day ? How bear 
it ? Dear Cross, you are helping me on, how ought I to love you." — Gold Dust. 

To carry the Cross, is to join ourselves to the Saviour, to company with Him. 

No. 82, "Hast found thy Cross, faint heart? 

Who bade thee stand 
Within the shadow of the border-land 

'Twixt death and life ? 
Canst thou be measuring its breadth and height, 
Judging proportions in the uncertain light 

Of sin and strife ? 

Thine eyes are dim with tears ; 

Thou canst not see 
'Tis not so great a burthen laid on thee : 

Be just, be brave. 
Is there no sunshine darkness to efface? 
Come, lift thy Cross at onu into its place : 

Be not a slave. 

God's service freedom is, 

And holy joy, 
A child-like trust and love, without alloy — 

A perfect peace. 
Take up thy Cross, and lay thy self-will down, 
Bright in the future gleams the golden crown 

When time shall cease." 

—Bright Thouohts for the Morning 
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No. 83. Redeemed. — ^The tears of a slave girl just going to be put up for sale drew 
the notice of a gentleman as he passed through the auction mart of a Southern slave State. 
The other slaves of the same group, standing in a line, for sale like herself, did not seem to 
care about it, while each knock of the hammer made her shake. 

The kind man stopped to ask why she wept, and was told that the others were used to such 
things, and might be glad even of a change, from a hard, harsh home, but that she had been 
brought up with much care by a good owner, and she was terrified to think who might buy her. 

" Her price ? " the stranger asked. He stood a moment in deep thought when he heard 
the greatness of the ransom, but paid it down. 

But no joy came to the poor slave's face when he told her she was free. She had been 
bom a slave, and knew not what freedom meant. Her tears fell fast on the signed parchment 
which her deliverer brought to prove it to her. She only looked at him with fear. At last 
he prepared to go on his way, and as he told her what she must do when he was gone, it 
began to dawn on her what freedom was. 

With sudden joy, she cried out, " I will follow him ; I will serve him all my days ! " And 
to every reason urged against it, she only cried, " He redeemed me ! he redeemed me ! he 
redeemed me ! " 

When strangers used afterwards to visit that master's house, and noticed, as all did, the 
loving, constant service of the glad-hearted girl, and asked why she was so eager with 
unbidden service night and day, she had but one answer, and she loved to give it. "He 
redeemed me ! he redeemed me I " 

So may it be with us, when any note the joy that is in our looks, the love in our voice, the 
freedom of our service, and we have but one answer, " He redeemed me ! ** 

No. 84. Sleep. — The eyes of the sleeper ache no more with the glare of the light, or 
the rush of tears ; his ears are no more dinned with the noise of strife, or the wail of suffering; 
his hand is no more weakened by lengthened effort, and painful weariness ; his feet no more 
blistered with journeyings to and fro along a rugged road. 

There is rest for aching heads and heavy hearts in the sweet repose of sleep ; on his couch, 
however hard, the labourer shakes off his toil, the merchant his care, the thinker his difficulties, 

the sufferer his pains. 

Sleep makes the night, the sabbath for the day ; sleep, too, shuts the door of the soul, and 
bids all intruders wait awhile, that the royal life within may enter, and enjoy its summer garden 

of repose and ease. 

From the sweat of his brow, man is delivered by sleep, and the thorn and thistle of the 

curse cease to tear his flesh. 
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So is it with the body that sleeps in the tomb, the weary are at rest, the servant as much at 
ease as his lord, the galley slave no more toils at the oar, the negro forgets the whip. The 
wheel stands still, the shuttle is motionless, the hand which turned the one, and the fmgers 
that threw the other, are quiet too. 

The coffin shuts out all disturbance, labour, and effort, the toil-worn believer quietly sleeps, 
as does the child weary with its play. 

Oh ! true it is. They are happy who die in the Lord, "they rest from their labours, and their 
works do follow them." Their repose shall never be broken till the great husbandman shall 
rouse them up to give them their full reward. 

Guarded by angel watchers, curtained by eternal mysteries, resting on the lap of earth, they 
sleep on, heritors of glory, till the fulness of time bring to them fulness of redem|)tion. 

No. 85, Sleep has its intent and purposes. Wedo not close our eyes without aim, and 
open them again without benefit. 

The cauldron of the ancient sorceress has its full meaning in sleep. 

In ancient mythology we read of Medea, the enchantress, casting the limbs of old men into 
her cauldron that they might come forth young again. 

And sleep, in its own way, does all this. We are old enough in weariness often, after hours 
of thought and labour, but we sleep, and wake refreshed as though beginning a new life. 

The sun begins a new day of existence when he rises from the Eastern sea, and we begin a 
new life of vigour when we rise from our bed of rest 

Such, too, is the effect of the body's visit to its grave. Put away all weary and worn, such 
they will not rise — they go there with furrowed brow, hollow cheek, wrinkled skin, they shall 
wake up in beauty and glory. 

The old man totters there, the palsied are borne there, the halt, the lame, and the blind all 
come trembling to the common sleeping house, but they shall not rise decrepid, deformed, 
or diseased, but strong, vigorous, active, glorious and immortal. 

The shrivelled seed shall rise from the dust a beauteous flower, the decayed grain shall 
spring forth a green blade in all the freshness of youth. 

When we wake up after Christ's likeness, it will not be with the infirmities and failings of 
earth, but full of strength and vigour, more comely than the sons of men. 

Blessed death I through the Divine power dissolving us of the leprous rags of the flesh, only 
to clothe us with the spotless wedding garments of incorruption. 

No. 86. " Blessed is the grave, because we therein approach to the dead in Christ, and 
because it is the home where we ourselves shall have to dwell. 
" It is Christ's grave that renders blessed the house of mourning." — Isaac Williams. 
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No. 87- " No longer must the mourners weep, 

Nor call departed Christians dead : 
For death is hallowed into sleep, 
And every grave becomes a bed. 

It is not exile, rest on high ; 

It is not sadness, peace from strife > 

To fall asleep is not to die ; 

To dwell with Christ is better life." 

— Latin IIvmn. 

No. 88. " Christ is risen, Christ the First-fruits 

Of the holy harvest field, 
Which will all its full abundance 
At His Second Coming yield. 

Then the golden ears of harvest 

Will their heads before Him wave, 
Ripened by His glorious sunshine 

From the furrows of the grave." 

— Bishop Chris. Wordsworth. 

No. 89. The Sepulchre. — "An angel in a sepulchre is a very strange sight ; what 
doth an angel there ? Indeed no angel ever came there till this morning. Not till Christ 
had been there ; but now He hath left there Odorem Vitos, and changed the grave into a place 
of rest. Why not the bodies in the grave to be in Heaven one day, as well as the angels of 
Heaven to be in the grave this day ? " — Bishop Andrewes. 



No. 90. Christ the First-fruits. — " Who would imagine that from a single grain 
of seed a huge tree would rise up, unless he had it as a certain fact by experience? In the 
extreme minuteness of a grain, where is the hardness of the wood buried, the roughness of 
the bark, the greenness of the root, the savour of the fruit, the sweetness of the scents, the 
variety of the colours, the softness of the leaves ? Yet because we know this by experience, 
we do not doubt that all these spring from a single grain of seed. 

" Where, then, is the difficulty that dust shall return into limbs, when we have every day 
before our eyes the power of the Creator, Who, in a marvellous manner, from a grain creates 
nrood and fruit ? " — S. Gregory. 
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No. 91, They are not dead, but sleeping : 

Softly rest, 
Ye dear departed, in your tranquil home, 
Sleep on in peace, till your kind Lord shall come, 

And bear you in His breast 
Far from the sounds of earthly grief and weeping. 

No. 92. O dearest dead ! to Heaven 

With grudging sighs we gave you 
To Him — be doubts forgiven ! 

Who took you there to save you : — 
Now get us grace to love, 

Your memories ytt more kindly, 
Pine for our homes above, 

And trust to God more blindly. 

No 93. "Peace is the beginning and end of prayer; its condition and its reward. 
Resign yourselves that ye may pray, and God will guard your thoughts, and hold them to 
Himself." — Pusev. 

No. 94. Interruptions in our daily duties and service, which are accepted for God's sake, 
and used after His Will, in quietness and peace, will take the place of acceptable devotions. 

A very lovely legend is told of a mediaeval saint, who was the wife of a rich nobleman in 
Northern Italy, full of duties and domestic cares, which she strove not to neglect, while giving 
the best of her heart to God. One morning, when as she thought her household cares were 
over, she retired to her oratory, and began to say her office, but just at the third verse of the 
Psalm she was saying, she was called away to some commonplace duty, and without hesitation 
left her prayers to fulfil it, returning as soon as free. Three times following this happened 
before she could get to the end of that Psalm, and when for the fourth time she began to 
recite it, behold the verse at which she had stopped was illuminated in letters of gold! 

No. 95. "There are many things in the Gospel to alarm us, many to agitate us, many 
to transport us, but the end and issue of all these is peace. 

"The Christian has a deep, silent, hidden peace, which the world sees not. What he is 
when left to himself and to his God, that is his true life. He can jear to be with himself; 
never less alone than when alone. 
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** S. Paul says, that the peace of God shall keep our hearts and minds ; that is, guard or 
garrison them, so as to keep out enemies. And he says, * hearts and minds,' in contrast to 
what the world sees of us. It is the Christian's secret preservative or charm." — Dr. Newman. 



No. 96, " My son, I have spoken. My peace I give unto you. Peace is what all desire, 
but all do not care for the things that pertain unto true peace. 

" My peace is with the humble and gentle of heart ; in much patience shall thy peace be. 

" If thou wilt hear Me, and follow My Voice, thou shalt enjoy much peace. 

"Seek true peace ; not in earth, but in Heaven, not in men, nor in any other creature, but 
in God alone." — Thomas k Kempis. 



No. 97- Emblems of Christ. — "Cast thine eyes which way thou wilt and thou shalt 
hardly look on anything but Christ Jesus hath taken the name of that very thing upon Himself. 

" Is it day, and dost thou behold the sun ? He is called the Sun of Righteousness. Or is 
it night, and dost thou behold the stars ? He is called a star : * There shall come a Star out 
of Jacob.* Or is it morning, and dost thou behold the morning star? He is called *the 
bright Morning Star.' Or is it noon, and dost thou behold clear light all the world over? 
He is * that Light that lighteth every man that cometh into the world.' Come a little nearer. 
If thou lookest on the earth, and takest a view of the creatures about thee, seest thou the 
sheep ? * As a sheep before her shearer is dumb, so He openeth not His mouth.' Or seest 
thou a lamb ? * Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the world.' Seest 
thou a shepherd watching over his flock ? * I am the Good Shepherd, and know My sheep, 
and am known of Mine.' " — ^J. Ambrose. 



No. 98. The Good Shepherd. — " The Incarnation of the Son of God was a girding 
of Himself to go after His lost sheep. His whole life upon earth, His entire walk in the 
flesh, was a following of the strayed one ; this was the very purpose of His coming, namely, 
to seek and to save that which was lost. And He sought His own till He found it." 

— Archbishop Trench. 

No. 99. " Whatsoever may befall us let us say it is the voice of the Good Shepherd. It 
is His rod and staff which smite and comfort me. This will convert all things into revelations 
of His nearness and of His compassion. We must thus learn to taste and to see that He is 
with us. All things are His doing, and that is enough." — Dr. Manning. 
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No. 100, ** Bishop of the souls of men, 

When the foeman's step is nigh, 
When the wolf lays wait at night 

For the lambs continually. 
Watch, O Lord, about us keep. 
Guard us, Shepherd of the sheep." 

— Rev. Gerard Moultrie. 

No. 101. "The clearer knowledge of truth is a gift of God, whereby He rewards those 
who are serving Him. The sheep hear the Good Shepherd's voice. They follow it with an 
instinct of love, even amid the distractions of other calls. By degrees the voice is heard 
more plainly by the loving souL There can be no longer any uncertainty. The sheep follow 
the Good Shepherd, for they know His voice." — Rev. R. M. Benson. 

No. 102. Marks of Jesus. — " A slave once carried a message written in punctures on 
the skin of his head, which had been previously shaved bare to receive the writing. When 
his hair was grown, so as to hide the letter, he went unsuspected, and the person to whom 
the message was sent, having shaved the letter-carrier's head, read the message. The slave 
in old times often carried in his body (as the poor slave does still where slavery is rampant) 
the marks of his master, just as the sailor in our own times loves to have printed on his arm 
the initials of his own name and ship, the figure of his crucified Redeemer, or the anchor and 
cable. S. Paul carried in his body the marks of the Master to whom he belonged. The 
weals made by the Roman lictor's rods, with which he was * thrice beaten,' — the red lines of 
those 200 stripes which had been laid on him in the Jewish synagogues, — the scars left by 
the stones, which had bruised and beaten him down, and * left him for dead * these marks of 
the Lord Jesus he carried with him, the proofs as to ' whose he was and whom he served.' " 

— ^W. Champneys. 

No. 103. The Rose of Jericho. — ^* This refers to a species of plant, growing in lonely 
desert places in the south of Palestine, which bears some resemblance to our common heather, 
especially to those dry stumps over which fire has passed, and which have been bleached by 
exposure to the weather. This plant is called by a long name, Anastatica ; but it is more 
familiarly known as the Rose of Jericho. . . . The Crusaders used to bring it home from 
the Holy Land, and some superstitious tales are told of it ; as, for example, that it first burst 
into blossom on Christmas Eve to welcome the Birth of the Heavenly Babe, and paid its 
tribute of honour to the Resurrection of the Redeemer by continuing in flower till Easter 
morn. But its own true history is stranger even than these fables. The spots where it is 
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found are moistened with water durins: the rainy season, but in the hot summer they are dried 
up, and become baked by the heat almost as hard as a brick. Rain seldom falls in the south 
of Palestine ; months frequently pass away without a shower or a cloud as big as a man's 
hand ; the sky above is like brass, and the earth beneath as iron, and all the channels of the 
streams and rills are dry and white as the roads. Now, what becomes of the Rose of Jericho? 
. . . God, Whose tender mercies are over all His works, has furnished it with a remarkable 
provision by which it escapes from the dreadful consequences of drought. Whenever all the 
water within reach of its roots is exhausted, and it can get no more, it sheds its leaves, gathers 
all its branches together, and rolls itself up into an irregular elastic ball. And thus packed up 
in a travelling bag, composed of its own framework, like the fairies of old that were said to go 
from place to place in chariots of nutshells, it waits patiently till the wind of the desert begins 
to blow. It is then speedily uprooted, rolls easily over the surface, and is driven to and fro 
through the desert. For days, and sometimes even weeks, it is whirled about from place to 
place, but it suffers no injury. The life is still strong in it, and all its tender and vital parts are 
gathered safely into the middle, protected by the branches that close over them like a network. 

" It looks a dry, unsightly thing in this state. But at last it is carried to the brink of a ^ 
stream, to some little oasis or spot of moisture ; and no sooner does it perceive the presence of 
water than it begins slowly to unfold its branches, to stretch down its roots into the moist soil, 
and to expand its tiny flowers in the genial atmosphere. It grows on that spot until it, too, 
becomes a dry and parched land, and then it rolls itself up into a ball, is again uprooted by 
the winds and carried to a moist place, where it again unfolds itself and grows." 

— Rev. Hugh Macmillan. 

No. 104. Pentecost. — ^The time of this Festival was calculated from the second day 
of the Passover, the i6th of Nisan. The fifty days formerly included the period of grain 
harvest, commencing with the offering of the first sheaf of the barley harvest in the Passover, 
and ending with that of the two first loaves which were made from the wheat harvest of 
this Festival. 

It was the offering of these two loaves which was the distinguishing rite of the Day of 
Pentecost, they with a peace offering of twolambs of the first year were to be waved before ^ 
the Lord, and given to the priests. 

No. 105. The Holy Spirit. — " We ar^i continually receiving what we ordinarily call 
inspirations. There is hardly ever a complete silence in our souls. God is whispering to us ' 

well-nigh incessantly. Whenever the sounds of the world die out in the soul, or sink low, 
then we hear the whisperings of God. He is always whispering to us, only we do not always 
hear, because of the noise, hurry, and distraction which life causes as it rushes on." 

—F. W. Faber. 



